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Reply 10 
From Chief, Const ruc t ion  and Maintenance D i v i s i o n  A'Vri o f ,  HNG- 22 

O f f i c e  o f  Engineering 

To- Regional Federal Highway Admin is t ra to rs  

Th i  s o f f  i c e  r e c e n t l y  received an i n q u i r y  regarding the procedures being used 
by S ta te  Departments o f  Transpor ta t ion  t o  v e r i f y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  they receive 
on Federal - a i d  p r o j e c t s  a t t e s t i n g  t h a t  steel mater i  a7 s used meet Buy America 
requirements. I n  an, e f f o r t  t o  ob ta in  cur ren t  in fo rmat ion ,  we conducted a 
te lephon ic  survey w i t h  d i v i s i o n  o f f i c e s  i n  s i x  different regions, From the 
r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  l i m i t e d  survey, we be l i eve  addit ional  guidance t o  the f i e l d  
o f f i c e s  and t he  States on t h i s  subject  is needed. 

I n  my July 6, 1989, memorandum, copy attached, I advised o f  a "step 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n "  procedure t h a t  States could use t o  b e t t e r  ensure t h a t  steel 
mater i  a1 s being used on Federal -a id  p r o j e c t s  meet the Buy America regul a t ions .  
T h i s  procedure, o f  r equ i r i ng  a c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  each step of the 
manufactur ing process, was suggested as a result o f  a proposed p o l i c y  
reso l  u t i o n  developed by AASHTO. The FHWA cont inues t o  endorse t h i s  approach 
as one method o f  he1 p ing assure compl i ance with  the Buy America requirements. 

For S t a t e s  t h a t  have not  adopted the step c e r t i f i c a t i o n  approach, but i ns tead  
r e q u i r e  o ther  forms o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  we recommend, t o  help ma in ta in  t h e  
honesty o f  t he  program, tha t  they i n i t i a t e  periodic v e r i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
c e r t i f i c a t i o n s  being provided, The ex ten t  or depth o f  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  
depend on the s p e c i f i c  cond i t ions  i n  p lace i n  each Sta te  ( i .e . ,  the type o f  
c e r t  i f i c a t i  on or acceptance program now being u t i l  i zed)  . I n  some cases, an 
a u d i t  o f  support ing paperwork may be a l l  t ha t  i s  needed. In other  s i t u a t i o n s ,  
i t  may be necessary t o  go beyond j u s t  a paper v e r i f i c a t i o n  (e.g. phys i ca l  
and/or cherni cal t e s t i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l  p r o p e r t j e s  may be needed). 

We recognize t h a t  t h i s  request comes a t  a t ime when s t a f f  and other resources 
are 1 i m i  t e d  due t o  the increased s i z e  o f  the program; however, we be1 i e v e  the 
a d d i t i o n a l  e f f o r t  i s  necessary t o  ensure the i n t e g r i t y  of the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
process remains va l i d .  I f  you have any questions regarding t h i s  matter ,  
please contac t  Mr. David R, Geiger o f  my sta f f  a t  (202) 366-0355. 

w i 1 1 i am A. Weseman 
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