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Background:


Since the late 1980's, FHWA Headquarters Contract Administration Group has been teaching the Contract Administration Core Curriculum Course.  This course covers FHWA’s requirements and policies for Federal-aid construction contracts including subjects such as Buy America, Davis-Bacon minimum wage rates, competitive bidding, suspension / debarment and many others.  
Talking Points:
· Intended audience: FHWA Division Office staff, State DOT and local public agency personnel who work with Federal-aid construction contracts. 

· Course Fee:  None, host agencies only need to provide a meeting facility 

· Length of Training: The course is normally presented in two full working days, however, a one-day course can be structured to the individual needs of a contracting agency.

· Reference Material: The FHWA Contract Administration Core Curriculum Manual (2001, Revision #1 edition) is provided at no cost.

· The Contract Administration Course was primarily developed for FHWA area engineers.  However, in recent years, the primary participants have been State DOT construction staff.   The course has been updated to include information on recent changes in Federal-aid policy and other information including: 

· The Office of the Inspector General / fraud, waste and abuse; 

· Procurement of intelligent transportation system projects and transportation enhancement projects;

· Emergency relief projects contractual requirements;

· Wrap-up (owner controlled) insurance; and

· Project labor agreements.

· In the early 1990's the course was presented on an average of 15-20 times per year.   The Course Manual and Instructor’s Guide are currently being revised and the course is now available for scheduling.


Point of Contact:  Edwin Okonkwo, HIPA-30, 202-366-1558
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