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The National Highway Institute (NHI) has developed a training course entitled

NHI Course No. 130126 "Pavement Subsurface Drainage Design."  Drainage guidance for PCC and flexible pavements, along with retrofit edgedrains, was compiled into a comprehensive pavement drainage training course.  Cost effectiveness of drainage, need for drainage, drainage of flexible pavements, retrofit edgedrains, and geocomposites are new subject areas covered by the training course.  The role of drainage in the structural design of flexible and PCC pavements is also covered.  The length of the course is 3 days and will follow a slide-lecture format. This training course is available to all SHA's though NHI.

Version 2.0 "Drainage Requirements In Pavements (DRIP)@ was necessitated by the need to make the program compatible with Windows NT technology.  Virtually every aspect of the program was improved and made more user friendly.   All of the graphics have been significantly improved.  Sensitivity plots of the various design parameters are most helpful in understanding the workings of the design procedures.

Tabbed property pages provide the user with a more intuitive navigation through the various analysis screens.  Each screen is a module of the computer program.  This allows the user to see the entire scope of the program.

An improved gradation library makes the importing and saving of sieve gradations much easier.  The program allows a more descriptive file name when saving a user generated gradation.  Particle sizes less than 0.075 mm can now be included in the gradation analysis.  Both FHWA Power 0.45 and semi-log plots can be produced.

Beta testing of the program is just about finished.  Copies of the computer program and the User=s Manual will be distributed to the Divisions and SHA=s.

The Drainage Construction Workshop - AConstruction of Pavement Subsurface Drainage System - Workshops@ is now available to the states.  This project emphasizes the need for quality in the construction of drainage systems.  The main thrust of the project is to provide good guidance for the construction of permeable bases, aggregate separator layer and edgedrain systems.  Each participant will receive a Reference Manual which acts as a text, and a Participant Notebook that shows all of the graphics presented along with space adjacent to the graphics for note taking.  The workshop will be 8-hrs. in length.

The main contribution of the Reference Manual is the development of Guide Specifications for the various types of permeable bases.  The merits of video inspection of completed edgedrain systems for better quality assurance is stressed along with the need of video inspection to determine if any maintenance is necessary.  Again, the need for maintenance is stressed.

Workshop sessions will be conducted by contract personnel. Sessions are available on request on a first-come basis.

