FHWA Briefing

Pavement Preservation Expert Task Group Update

The FHWA established the Pavement Preservation Expert Task Group (PP ETG) with membership representing government agencies and industry in 1991.   The PP ETG initially evaluated the Strategic Highway Research Program’s Specific Pavement Studies on applications and their performance and assisted in the implementation of SHRP findings.  Today, activities to promote the institutionalization of the pavement preservation concept and practice are being guided and supported by the PP ETG.

One such activity has been the development of a series of pavement preservation training courses. The first training course, “Pavement Preservation: The Preventive Maintenance Concept,” NHI 131054, discusses the importance of preventive maintenance and shows how preventive maintenance techniques can be used to effectively preserve the pavement performance and extend its service life. It makes the case for preventive maintenance and pavement preservation programming for upper and mid-level managers.  The second training course, NHI course # 131058, “Pavement Preservation: Selecting Pavements for Preventive Maintenance,” focuses on selecting the RIGHT pavement for the RIGHT preservation treatment at the RIGHT time by evaluating the merits of each treatment under various field conditions. It illustrates in detail pavement evaluation, project selection, materials considerations for the various preventive maintenance applications.   Both of these training courses are currently available.

The third and four training courses are currently being developed and will be available by the late of 2002.  The “Pavement Preservation: Design and Construction of Quality Preventive Maintenance Treatments,” NHI course 131103, will clearly distinguish between good and bad practices in the selection, design, and construction of quality preventive maintenance treatments. It will cover material evaluation and selection, treatment construction process, pre- and post-construction inspection, and troubleshooting procedures to identify and correction common problems.  The last of the four training courses NHI 131104, “Pavement Preservation: Integrating Preventive Maintenance with Pavement Management Systems,” will communicate to highway transportation agencies the importance of integrating pavement preservation activities into their pavement management systems.  It will identify how preventive maintenance effects pavement performance and how preventive maintenance and rehabilitation and reconstruction will be integrated in a comprehensive strategic approach for a highway agency.

Another activity that the PP ETG has been supporting is the development of checklists for the practitioner.  The first completed checklist, “Crack Seal Application,” has been well received.  Other checklists being developed are: fog sealing, micro-surfacing, chip sealing, thin hot-mix overlay, joint sealing, PCCP dowel bar retrofit, PCCP grinding and PCCP spall repair.  These checklists should be completed by the end of year 2002.

The PP ETG has been involved and supported numerous reach out activities throughout the year.  Some of these activities included supporting and organizing the National Pavement Preservation Forum II conference and developing the Pavement Preservation Research Statements report.  They have also provided guidance to the international pavement preservation scanning tour team and to research studies on micro-surfacing mix design, sealer/rejuvenator effectiveness, optimal timing of pavement preventive maintenance treatments and hot-pour crack sealant application guidelines.
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