Performance-Related Specifications

Structuring a National Approach

Briefing Paper

The Federal Highway Administration has established a Performance-related Specification (PRS) Technical Working Group (TWG).  The TWG consist of members from the FHWA, the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO), and industry. 

The mission of the TWG is to:

· To develop a national PRS Strategic Plan that addresses research, technology, training, communication, and outreach;

· To promote better understanding of PRS, especially in comparison to performance-related warranties (PRW), and 
· To make PRS a viable contracting option.
The Technical Working Group met in December 2001 and began the work of developing the overall plan.  The TWG has also undertaken some early tasks that eventually will become a part of the plan.  They include:

· Establishment of Five Expert Task Groups (ETG).

· Development of a website dedicated specifically to PRS and PRW.

· Development of a management brochure.

· An analysis of various state specifications, looking for specific method specification clauses

· Compilation of key definitions that are common to PRS and PRW.

· Quarterly e-newsletter with up-to-date with both current news and educational information

One of the most important elements of the plan is to establish the ETGs.  Preliminary plans call for five ETGs:  concrete pavements, asphalt pavements, pavement preservation, bridges, and miscellaneous highway appurtenances.  The ETGs will develop specific detailed plans for research and technology that relate directly to their particular products.  The ETGs will also assist in the development of guide specifications for both PRS and PRW.

For more information, please call Ken Jacoby, FHWA, 202-366-6503, (ken.jacoby@fhwa.dot.gov) or Ted Ferragut, TDC Partners, Ltd., 703-836-1671, (tferragut@tdcpartners.com).
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