Briefing: FHWA Recycling Activities

Background:

· FHWA has been a strong proponent of the use of recycled materials.  As examples, in the early 70’s we developed and promoted the technology for the hot recycling of Hot Mix Asphalt.  In the 80’s we promoted the used of substitution of fly ash for cement in Portland cement Concrete.

· The FHWA sponsored the European scanning tour of the use recycled materials in highways which was held in September of 1999  

· The FHWA established a recycling team in April of 2000.

Talking Points:

· The FHWA issued a new Recycling Policy on February 7, 2002.   The policy states that:

· Recycling and reuse can offer engineering, economic and environmental benefits. 

· Recycled materials should get first consideration in materials selection.  

· Determination of the use of recycled materials should include an initial review of engineering and environmental suitability.  

· An assessment of economic benefits should follow in the selection process.  

· Restrictions that prohibit the use of recycled materials without technical basis should be removed from specifications.

· The FHWA entered into a Cooperative Agreement on January 16, 2002 with the American Coal Ash Association.  The first task under the Cooperative agreement is to revise the Fly Ash Facts for Engineers booklet.  The product will be ready for publication in September 2002.

· The recycling Team will be performing a series of site visits to States that are using recycled concrete as aggregates in order to establish the state of the practice.

· A training course is under development that will provide guidelines for selection, uses, construction techniques, and QA/QC needs for Asphalt Recycling Technology (in-place uses as well as central plant recycling).  The course is 85% completed.  NHI will be offering this course.

· The Recycling Team will also continue to work on case studies of various recycled materials.

· The Recycling Team is working closely with Recycled Materials Resource Center (RMRC) at University of New Hampshire.  The RMRC is a FHWA funded research center that focus on alternative materials for highway system uses.  New AASHTO adopted specifications are some of the output from their work.

· FHWA has been working with Ford Motor Co. in developing engineering and environmentally sound methods for using the recalled Firestone tires.       
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