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ANNUAL IMPLEMENTATION AND NEEDS ASSESSMENT

The findings of the 2000 ‑ 2001 Superpave Implementation and Needs Assessment combined with historical data from previous years surveys are the focus of this report.  The 2001 survey (fifth in an annual series) was completed in May 2001.  Data collected reflect 2000 construction activities and design plans for 2001.  From these results annual national benchmarks for Superpave implementation were established.  Through a written survey, each survey participant was asked to briefly share information about their implementation plans for binders and mixtures, number of projects and tonnage, average price per metric ton paid for conventional and Superpave mixes, performance experience with Superpave as compared to conventional mixes, and to identify any training or technical assistance needs. The survey target group identified included the 50 states, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico.   All 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico responded, for a total of 52 participants.

NATIONAL SUMMARY OF BINDER IMPLEMENTATION

For Superpave binders, Figure 1 shows full implementation completed by 47 states, District of Columbia and Puerto Rico  by 2001, and two states after 2001, for a total of 51.  Plans for binder implementation of one state are undetermined.

NATIONAL SUMMARY OF MIXTURE IMPLEMENTATION

For Superpave mixtures, Figure 2 shows full implementation by 31 states by 2001, Puerto Rico, Washington, D.C., and nine states after 2001, for a total of 42.  Plans for mixture implementation of the remaining10 states are undetermined.

SUPERPAVE PROJECT AWARDED FROM 1996 ‑ 2000

Figure 3 summarizes 1996 ‑2000 Superpave projects awarded.   Note the year to year continuous increase in projects awarded from 1996 through 2000.  Projects planned for 2001 indicate a continuation of this upward trend with 3846 slated for construction.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

Major movement in the implementation of the Superpave‑system continues as confirmed by implementation by most states. Plans for  2001 indicate that both total projects and tonnage will exceed 50 percent nationally. Superpave has become the hot‑mix asphalt design method of choice. 

Those organizations and individuals involved with implementation, design methodology and/or product refinement may utilize the results of the needs assessment portion of this report (found under Performance Experience, and Training and Assistance Needs headings), to evaluate, and as appropriate, address those issues or findings that require resolution.
