News Brief

Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council Meets

FHWA through the Office of Infrastructure, WFLHD, NHI, and several field offices recently held its third successful Transportation Curriculum Coordination Council (TCCC) Meeting in New Orleans, LA, December 4 – 5, 2001.  The Office of Asset Management (HIAM) actively participated in sharing information on FHWA's vision and future aspirations for the TCCC.  Presentations were given on various topics related to work activities and accomplishments that each of the five regional technician training and certification groups and other TCCC members has worked on since it’s last meeting six months ago.  Discussions on putting together a pooled fund project and development of a website for the TCCC were noted as being high priorities.

TCCC members were very interested in the presentation on how to develop and implement a pooled fund project to assist the TCCC in managing and funding new and revised training initiatives.  During July and August of 2001 the AASHTO Subcommittees on Construction, Maintenance, and Materials approved a resolution on supporting the initiative to establish a pool fund project to support the TCCC and the development of core training.  The resolution was presented at the AASHTO Standing Committee on Highways meeting in December 2001 and subsequently approved by the Board of Directors on December 2nd.  A TCCC task force has been assigned to develop the statement of work for the pooled fund project and to assist in getting this initiative up and running.  The NHI is currently working with a consultant to get the TCCC website up and running.  The primary functional areas of the TCCC website will provide state programs and contacts, training courses, links to regional training and certification programs, TCCC events and news, and discussion groups etc.  The initial website is scheduled to be on line in January 2002 and will be located at www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/tccc.

Work plan items completed since the last meeting include the identification of structural fabrication inspection training opportunities, development of national pollution discharge elimination system training through AGC and an NHI course on design and implementation of erosion and sediment control, NHI courses on pavement distress and performance measurements, other initiatives and work activities are ongoing.  TCCC’s efforts this year have been noted in articles in the Focus Newsletter, September 2001 and Roads and Bridges Magazine, January 2002.  The practitioners working with the TCCC are the five regional technician training and certification groups, FHWA, AASHTO Subcommittees on Construction, Maintenance and Materials, NHI, AGC, ACPA, NAPA, NRMCA, and ARTBA.  This was an excellent opportunity to network with experts in the construction, maintenance and materials fields and share information on technician certification issues.

