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Key Talking Points

An Advanced Notice of Proposed Amendment (ANPRM) was issued in the Federal Register on February 6, 2002 requesting comment to consider revisions to Work Zone Mobility and Safety, 23 CFR Subpart J.  Comments are due directly to the docket by June 6, 2002.

Background

· ISTEA required FHWA to establish a Work Zone Safety Program

· Completed per Federal Register Notice in 1995 (60 FR 54562)

· Part of that Notice specified that Subpart J would be updated.

Today’s Situation

· Work zone issues have grown to include safety and mobility concerns

· The public is telling us they are concerned. Travel survey shows:

· 32% dissatisfied with work zones. 

· Travelers rated highway improvements that would most help overcome delays. Of more than 20, the top 3 relate to work zones and how we build roads 

-  
We are seeing:

· A growth in reconstruction 

· Growth in congestion – more miles traveled, on fewer new roads

· Growth in crashes – and resulting fatalities and injuries.

-
That means a growth in the number of work zones and the disruption they create.

· We are seeing concerns from contractors:

· Worker safety

· Compressed work schedules

· Quality of construction.

Current Regulation

· Has broad purpose, and narrowly focused language

· Should it be broader to better address today’s concerns? 

-
Consideration of revisions to Subpart J.  FHWA wants to:

· Identify the key issues

· Determine if the regulation should be revised

· If so, how

· FHWA issued an ANPRM to start a dialogue with the transportation community

· A series of 20 questions are asked in the ANPRM to gather your input

· The following topic areas are covered:

· General policy

· Planning

· Design and construction/maintenance

· Work zone management

· Performance measures

· Public outreach.

Share your thoughts and ideas with us.
