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The August 15, 1997 conformity rule provided new flexibilities for areas including maintenance

isolated rural, donut and clean data areas. Flexibilities and specific requirements for these areas are
discussed in Chapter 9. Highlights of flexibilitiesinclude:

# moreflexibility for areas that do not have to submit SIP budgets,
# choices of conformity testsfor years beyond the time frame of the SIP or maintenance plan; and
# streamlined modeling requirements.

The transportation conformity rule also provides clarification on clean data area and donut area
requirements. These issues are discussed for each of the four types of classifications in Chapter 9.
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