A success Story

Protecting our Road Tunnels and the Traveling Public

Who: 
Jesus M. Rohena, Complex Structures Specialist, ERC 

Where:  Washington, DC

When:  May 9, 2001

The Problem:  Road Tunnels structures in DC have been damaged by overheight vehicles.  Several years ago, an overheight detector system was installed to detect and instruct the drivers of overheight vehicle to exit before entering the tunnels. However, overheight vehicles are not complying with the messages to not enter the tunnels and exit before. This situation could result in costly repairs to the road tunnels, and the falling debris also could produce serious accidents and injuries to the traveling public.

The service: Mr. Rohena , complex structures specialist recommended to the Division and Dc Public Works, that the overheight detection system be connected to video cameras to catch and fine those overheight vehicles that do not obey the messages to exit. 

The Plan: This workshop supports the FHWA National Strategic Plan to preserve and enhance the nation’s infrastructure.

The Feedback: The recommendation has been implemented. The DC Department of Public Work is now better equipped to deter overheight vehicles from entering the road tunnels, and to catch those that are damaging the tunnels.

