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Freight Data Portal for the Delaware Valley
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Project Overview

 Background on PhillyFreightFinder
 Impetus for development

* Technical overview

 Data, data, and more data

* Replication of PhillyFreightFinder

The Delaware Valley is a premier freight

transportation gateway. The performance of its DVRPC Region

extraordinary network helps promote and MPO for Greater Philadelphia
support a thriving economy.
PhillyFreightFinder is a resource for exploring
and tracking this Philadelphia-Camden-Trenton
regional freight network.

O county, bi-state region (PA,NJ)



Background

AN ONLINE, INTERACTIVE PLATFORM FOR SHARING FREIGHT
NETWORK DATA TO ENHANCE THE UNDERSTANDING OF
PERFORMANCE AND VALUE OF FREIGHT IN THE REGIONAL ECONOMY

LAUNCHED 2013

With support from the DVRPC Freight
Advisory Committee, the initial
product was made public in 2013.
The FAC assisted with identification of
data and included a mix of public and
private-sector members.

DVRPC FREIGHT

PhillyFreightFinder was built internally
through the DVRPC freight office, building
on a foundation of technical work that was
conducted over 20+ years. The project
remains an integral part of the annual
work of the DVRPC Office of Freight.



Why build PhillyFreightFinder

 Expand reach of freight planning efforts

* Improve visibility + availability of freight data

* Educate regional planners and the public

 Develop better data sharing with public- and private-sectors

Twenty Years of Technical Studies
PhillyFreightFinder offered a new platform for putting

data in the hands of those who needed it; beyond the
countless printed reports sitting on shelves.




Technical Overview

FRONTEND APPLICATION BACKEND MANAGEMENT
* Built 200% in-house * ArcGIS Server

- Flexible, lightweight - Python for data intake
* Open Source code * Automation of data

* Independent of Esri stack updates built-in to

workflow
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Data, data, and more data!

WE PRIORITIZE DATA

e essential to understanding the intermodal
supply for freight movements;

« that explains freight demand and supply-
chain logic; and

* that measures system performance.
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Data, data, and more data!

WHAT WE LEARNED
* recency/frequency is a key consideration

e consistency and reliability impact the utility of
data for planning and tracking purposes

* telling the story of freight with data requires
an ongoing commitment

HAVE A PLAN
be clear in your practical uses of all the data you collect as it
makes it easier to adapt to availability and budgetary restrictions



Value to our partners

 County planners have expanded freight planning capacity
* Engaged new partners (public + private)

* Centralized, accessible data resource for region

* Foundation for additional performance measure tracking

ADDED VALUE TO OUR WORK
being a resource improves visibility of all our products and
improves the quality and level of input we get in our process



Improved Freight Center Analysis

|
_ HHE

* Better data driven process L AND USE EACILITIES
* New typologies

— International Gateway

— Heavy Industrial EMPLOYMENT REAL ESTATE

— Distribution & Logistics

— High Tech Manufacturing

Freight Quotient Analysis

Local Manufacturing and Distribution

indication of potential freight activity

Distribution & Logistics Local Manufacturing High Tech



Replicate PhillyFreightFinder

 Full code is available for replication

* Open Freight App: Documented
version for simple map interface

St. Louis Regional Freightway WILMAPCO - TIP map

http://dvrpcfreight.github.io/open-freight-app/




Thank You

Michael Ruane

Senior Transportation Planner

Office of Freight and Aviation Planning
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission
mruane@dvrpc.org

215.238.2888

PhillyFreightFinder: http://dvrpc.org/webmaps/phillyfreightfinder

Open Freight App: http://dvrpcfreight.github.io/open-freight-app/




