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City of Chicago Sustainability Vision 
 

• The Chicago Climate Action Plan established greenhouse gas 
emission targets 

– 25% GHG reduction by 2020, 80% by 2050  
– Focus on energy, transportation, waste, & adaptation 

• The Sustainable Chicago Action Agenda prioritized specific activities to 
drive near-term progress 

– Mutually-reinforcing citywide and cross-sector goals 



Supporting Sustainable Transportation 

City of Chicago is a national leader in applying new technologies and 
policies to support the City’s sustainability goals 

 

• Sustainability Policies  

• 20+ years partnering with U.S. Dept of Energy’s Clean Cities Program  

• Regional Alternative Fuel Deployment Projects 
 

 

“The City of Chicago  
is committed to an 

environment in which 
energy efficient 

vehicles are the norm, 
not the exception…” 
- Mayor Rahm Emanuel 



Clean Cities Mission  

Clean Cities 
advances the energy, 

economic, and 
environmental security of 

the United States by 
supporting local actions 
to  cut petroleum use in 

transportation. 

Reduced petroleum 
consumption 

Reduced greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions 

Reduced dependence on 
imported petroleum 



Clean Cities Coalitions 

• National 
network of 
nearly 100 local 
coalitions 

• 82% of the 
total U.S. 
population lives 
inside coalition 
boundaries 

• Nearly 500,000 
alternative fuel 
vehicles (AFVs) 

 



Eliminate 

Clean Cities Strategies 



• Networking 

• Training and information 

• Technical assistance 

• Education and outreach to 
decision makers, fleets, and the 
public 

• Recognition 

• Funding 

– Updates 

– Joint applications 

– Develop local programs 

 

 

 

 

How Does Clean Cities Strengthen Markets?   



Supporting Sustainable Freight Through Incentives 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Clean Fuels Across Chicago 

Administered by: CDOT 
http://chicagocleancities.org/success-stories/ 
• $15M USDOE ARRA Funding, $24M local investment 

 
 
 

 
 

 

http://chicagocleancities.org/success-stories/


Current CMAQ Leveraged Incentives in Illinois 

Chicago Area Green Fleet Grant Program 
Administered by: IL EPA 
www.IllinoisGreenFleets.org 

-50% of incremental or conversion cost CNG & Propane 
-Class 1-3 up to $10,000  
-Class 4< up to $20,000 

 
Drive Clean Chicago 
Administered by: CDOT 
www.DriveCleanChicago.org 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.illinoisgreenfleets.org/
http://www.drivecleanchicago.org/


Drive Clean Chicago 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 

Three Targeted Programs 



www.drivecleanchicago.com 

Drive Clean Truck 



Why Clean Trucks? 

• Increased Efficiency  
• Save $$$ on Fuel Costs 
• Save $$$ on reduced maintenance 
• Air Quality – Non Attainment Areas 
• Produce less or no emissions 

 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 



What is Drive Clean Truck? 

• Point of sale incentives (vouchers) 

• Help move fleets to zero and low-emission vehicles  

• Class 2 to Class 8 trucks and buses 

• All-electric and hybrid trucks and buses 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 



Drive Clean Truck 

• $30 Million program ($8M requested) 

• Voucher covers up to 80% of incremental cost 

• Incentives for each vehicle on web site 

• Leased vehicles are eligible 

• Similar to other local voucher programs 
 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 



Drive Clean Truck 

• Eligible vehicles must operate 75% of the time in 

Chicago six-county Area 

-Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and Will 

• Vehicle Purchasers must comply with 3-year 

program commitment 

 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 



Eligible Vehicles – web site 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 



Program Development & Oversight 

www.drivecleanchicago.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Samantha Bingham, CDOT 

Tom Brotherton, CALSTART 

Carl Lisek, Legacy Environmental Priscilla Barragan, Tetra Tech 
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Drive Clean Case Studies 
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CASE STUDY 

(Equivalent to 
25% MPG gain) 

Coca-Cola Refreshments purchased 9 XL Hybrids systems 
with the Drive Clean Chicago Voucher Program 

Product 
MSRP 

w/Installation 
Chicago 

Incentive Fleet Cost 
1 GM Cargo Vans $10,990 ($8,792) $2,198 

Payback in as little as 20K miles!  
$15,000-$20,000 net savings 



Corridor Opportunity 

FAST Act Section 1413 – Designation of Alternative Fuel Corridors 



Contact Information 

Samantha Bingham 
Environmental Policy Analyst 
Email: Samantha.Bingham@cityofchicago.org  
Phone: 1-312-744-8096 
Websites: www.cityofchicago.org/Transportation   

www.DriveCleanChicago.com  
www.DriveElectricChicago.org 
www.ChicagoCleanCities.org  

 

mailto:Samantha.Bingham@cityofchicago.org
http://www.cityofchicago.org/Transportation
http://www.drivecleanchicago.com/
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