Superseded: See https://www.thwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi.cfm for current information

SNBIBE Frequently Asked Questions and Answers

The following frequently asked questions and answers expand upon those provided in our
earlier memoranda:

What are the goals of the SNBIBE?
The goals of this specification are to: a) provide the framework needed to support inventory
and assessment of common bridge elements that can be used to better describe the condition of
bridges in the NBI; and b) provide consistency for element identification, quantiffimeasurement,
and condition state (CS) assessment.

Where can the element descriptions, quantity calculations and CS definitions
The SNBIBE references the AASHTO Manual for Bridge Element Inspeetie ist Bdition®
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Are there any plans for combining the specification for the NBI and the SNBIBE?
Yes, we plan to eventually combine the updated specifications for the NBI and the SNBIBE.

What are the expectations for reporting element level data for NHS bridges that are inspected
at an extended interval?

In accordance with 23 U.S.C. 144(d)(2), commencing on October 1, 2014, State and Federal
agencies that have not already done so are to begin collecting element level data as each NHS
highway bridge is field inspected in accordance with 23 CFR 650 Subpart C. Therefore, the
expectation is that element level data is to be collected during the first scheduled inspection
after October 1, 2014 for bridges meeting approved criteria for extended inspection

* This manual is available for purchase from the AASHTO book store located at,
https://bookstore.transportation.org/



http://wwwcf.fhwa.dot.gov/exit.cfm?link=https://bookstore.transportation.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/nbi.cfm

intervals. Any exceptions to this will require case-by-case approval through the Division
Office.

Some States are assuming that the element inspection data is associated with the routine
inspection only, is this true?

This is not true. According to the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-
21), “Section 1111(d)(2) - INSPECTION REPORT- Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of the MAP-21, each State and appropriate Federal agency shall report element
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