() Memorandum

U.S.Department
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

Subject: ACTION: Buy America Waiver Request Date: June 9, 2021

Pumping Equipment for US 41 at IL 176,
Pump Station No. 37

/Signed By:/

From:  Mr. William C. Byars P.E. In Reply Refer To:
Metropolitan Transportation Engineer HA-IL
Chicago, IL

To: Edwin Okonkwo

Office of Preconstruction, Construction
and Pavements

The FHWA Illinois Division recommends posting for public comment the Illinois Department of
Transportation’s (IDOT) Buy America Waiver for the procurement of non-domestic pumps for Pump
Station No. 37, located at the intersection of IL 176 and US 41 in the State of Illinois. The waiver is
requesting procurement of non-domestic pumps with steel components for four (4) main, submersible
pumps (3,000 gallons per minute (gpm) each) and two (2) low flow submersible pumps (921 gpm each).
This improvement will relocate the existing Pump Station No. 37 out of the IL 176 over US 41 bridge
abutment and provide a new pump station to accommodate future interchange reconstruction. The new
pump station will be located at the northeast quadrant of the US 41 and IL 176 interchange, north of the
existing pump station which will continue to be operational until the new pump station is commissioned.

Based on the waiver request, the Division believes IDOT has conducted sufficient due diligence to locate
a domestic suppler who fulfills the Buy America requirements for the pumps required for this project.
Previously, the Division had indicated the Chicago Department of Transportation had found a domestic
pump manufacturers which met Buy America requirements for the Obama Presidential Center / South
Lakefront Framework Plan (OPC/SLFP) project. However, the design criteria for those pumps are
significantly different (approximately 500 gpm).

If you have any questions, please contact me at chris.byars@dot,gov, 312-886-1606.

Attachment


mailto:chris.byars@dot.gov

llinois Department of Transportation

Office of Highways Project Implementation / Region 1 / District 1
201 West Center Court / Schaumburg, lllinois 60196-1096

Bureau of Design — Consultant Services
FAP 346 (US 41)

At IL 176 (Rockland Road)

Pump Station 37

Lake County

Contract No.: 62B66

Section No.: (125S-1) I-4

Job No.: D-91-087-16

May 14, 2021

Ms. Arlene K. Kocher

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
3250 Executive Park Drive
Springfield, IL 62703

Subject: Request for Waiver of Buy America Act Requirements on Pumping

Equipment - FAP 346 (US 41) at IL 176 (Rockland Road) — Proposed
Pump Station No. 37

Dear Ms. Kocher:

The lllinois Department of Transportation (Department) requests the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) Division Office’s written approval of a waiver for
the Buy America policy as it applies to this federally funded project.

Background of Pump Station No. 37:

The existing pump station is equipped with two dry pit submersible pumps and
has a total capacity of 6,000 gpm. The station was constructed in the 1930s
within the US 41 embankment making maintenance difficult and requiring direct
access from northbound traffic of US 41. The dry pit is connected to the grade
level space making the entire station a hazardous classified location since there
is a direct connection to the below grade pumping in the dry pit (see National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standard 820). The electrical and controls
equipment are located in the grade level, which is a hazardous classified
location, and the electrical and controls equipment are not suitable for the
hazardous location. Due to these vuinerabilities, the station warrants
replacement.
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