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Description of Capacity Charts

Go to Section 3

A. Scope of Charts

Charts for nearly all culverts commonly used for highway construction are contained in this
circular. The principal shape classifications are square, rectangular, cgular, oval, and
pipe-arch sections. A barrel shape is represented by separate charts if 4@ barrel materials
have significantly different roughness characteristics. Separate chart )t included for
vitrified clay or timber culverts. Culverts of these latter materials ma ed by using the
charts for concrete culverts. A list of charts is given in the circular.

The two basic types of culvert inlets included in the charts ar, with wingwalls
and (2) projecting barrels to toe of embankment. The capaci ts @&n be used for several
other entrance treatments without appreciable error. Th C re discussed in the
section preceding each group of charts.

Headwalls are commonly used in combination wigh wi laced at various angles of flare,
ranging from 0° to 90° with the longitudinal axis o culve®™ In box culverts flared wingwalls
placed at 30° to 75° with the longitudgal a jor to wingwalls at other angles of flare.
Two sets of charts for box culverts are he hydraulic performance with these
different angles of flare.

Tests have shown that wingwalls
culverts. For these sections, t
capacity. A corrugated met
and gives less capacity tha
culverts are class{

dge at the entrance is the prime factor affecting
beyond the fill slope provides a thin-edged inlet

e incorporated in a headwall. Consequently, all metal
ing or a headwall entrance on the charts.

Concrete pipes an ow

the same with or wit eadwalls. The standard tongue-and-groove pipe joint, if used as an
entrance, provides s lent enlargement to form the most efficient inlet of those commonly
used. Charts for concrg pipe are provided for a square-edge entrance and for a groove-edged
entrance with the limitatfon of various types of wingwalls.

In the list of charts, mitered inlets or standard end-sections are not given. Separate charts are
not required for these inlets, since the performance of these inlets is similar to other types that
are included. The mitered inlet on metal pipe gives approximately the same performance as a
projecting metal pipe (see Chart 5 of HEC No. 5). Standard concrete and metal end-sections
have the same headwater discharge relationship as a square-edged concrete pipe or a metal

pipe in a headwall. Charts for these respective end treatments may be used for these standard
end-sections.
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All the charts are designed for a range of headwater, discharge, length, slope and size
adequate for the design of most highway culverts. The make-up of the charts is discussed in
"Composition of Charts" below and in the appendix.

The use of the charts for the hydraulic design of special culverts, such as broken grade lines or
paved inverts, is discussed in Section 4, "Special Uses of Capacity Charts."

B. Composition of Charts

Each culvert capacity chart contains a series of curves which show th
each of several sizes of similar type culverts for various depths of hed

discharge capacity of
ater. Headwater depth

cross-section of the barrel. The discharge rate per barrel is given in g per second (cfs).
The invert of the culvert is defined as the low point of its cross sectio es referred to

as the flow line). The solid-line curves represent inlet control a e curves

headwater is influenced by length (L in feet) and invert s

The solid-line inlet-control curves are plotted Qm
flow and diagrams of various stages of this con
the inlet edge contour and the barrel size co
roughness of the barrel and the flow

data. A description of inlet control
na n in HEC No. 5. In inlet control
epth of headwater. The length and

have no effect upon the headwater

| t

The dashed-line outlet-control cury, puted for culverts of various lengths with
relatively flat slopes. Further detaj methods for computing the curves are given
in appendices A and B. Free lvert outlet was assumed. For this free outfall
condition, tailwater or flow i nel has no effect on culvert performance. Diagrams

For all culvert types et control, loss of head at the entrance was computed by use

of the entrance loss icients of Table 1, Appendix B, HEC No. 5. The hydraulic roughness
of the various material@ised in culvert construction was taken into account in computing
resistance loss in full orygart-full flow with outlet control of headwater. The Manning n values
used for each culvert type are given in Appendix A-4.

Headwater depths shown in the charts extend to 3 times the culvert height except for the large
pipe sizes. Pipe-arches and oval pipe show headwater up to about 2.5 times their height, since
they are normally used in low fills. The dotted line, stepped across the chart curves, shows

headwater depths of about twice the barrel height. This line indicates the upper headwater limit
for the unrestricted use of the charts. (See Section 3, "Requirements and Limitations for Use of

Charts".)
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The headwater depth given by the charts is actually the difference in elevation between the
culvert invert at the entrance and the total head; that is, depth plus velocity head for flow in the
approach channel. In most cases the water surface upstream from the inlet is so close to this
same level that the chart determination may be used as headwater depth for practical design
purposes.

C. Reading of Charts

The capacity charts may be used for determining headwater or discharge of a given culvert
installation or for selecting a size which will operate under a given setgf conditions.

For purposes of illustrating how the charts are read, sections of charts hown in Figure 1.
Figure 1A contains curves for a 36-inch pipe taken from Chart 19, a gles in one graph
the two separate sets of curves for a 36-inch projecting entrance sta pgated metal
pipe. Included are the inlet control curves with L/100S, of 50, g gontrol curves with
L/100S, of 250 and 450. Additional curves for L/100S, of 10§ Q@800 and 400 hare been

added to the Chart 19 curves by linear interpolation. The rves are located by

measurement along several discharge lines to divide the epth range between
curves into intervals proportionate to L/100S, 4l he e shown to aid in illustrating the

interpolation procedure which is to be used in reggi ter from a culvert capacity chart
when the given L/100S,, ratio is different from the @@art cur

Headwater depth is read from a capa nteWgrg at the design Q and following up the

chart to intersect a curve with an L/100 puted from the length and slope of the
particular culvert to be investigate is read on the ordinate scale. Figure 1A is
prepared to show how this is don 50 or less, the culvert operates in inlet control,
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DISCHARGE IN GFS.
Figure 1. Typical Culvert Capacity Charts

For example, consider a peak discharge rate of 50 cfs. For a 36-inch culvert 78 ft. long on a
0.0056 slope (L/100S, = 140), headwater depth will be 5.2 ft. Another culvert 166 ft. long at

0.5% slope (L/100S, = 330), will require a headwater depth of 6.3 ft. at the same discharge
rate.

It should be noted that the latter problem begins to get into the range of headwater depths
(above 2D) where less reliable determinations of headwater can be m@de as discussed in
"Composition of Charts", Section 2B. If the accuracy of the 6.3 ft. headW@ater depth is important

to the solution of the problem, this depth should be checked by proceg@#éggiven in HEC No. 5.

The factors governing culvert size selection include the design disch§io imiting
headwater depth, the culvert length and invert slope. The type e I§be preselected in
order to locate the capacity chart to be used. Figure 1B, whi art 13 with an
expanded scale, is used to demonstrate culvert size selegti
pipe with a groove-edged entrance.

For a culvert length of 240 ft. and slope of O.(* a Figure 1B, a range of headwater

and discharges can be studied for the three siz fgr ged concrete pipe shown. The
L/100S, ratio is 1200, therefore headwater-dischag@ values may be determined accurately

along the "1200 curve" up to the HW lem under consideration stated that
the discharge was 100 cfs and for a lim er of 6.0 ft., a 48-inch pipe must be
selected, since the smaller 42-inch a heaBwater of 6.8 ft. A 48-inch gives a
headwater of 5.2 ft.

(The "HW = 1.3D lines" show

n\@gure 1@are limits below which the maximum L/100S,

ratios on the capacity chart be ated to 1.5 the value shown. In this case the curves
may be extrapolatgg.to L/10 f 1800 below HW = 1.3D as discussed in Section 4, Case 9.

The 1.3D lines ar on capacity charts.)

n allowable headwater depth (AHW) of 6.0 ft. will be used to
ert selection procedure. Inspection of Figure 1B or Chart 13 reveals

that a 42-inch diamete¥@ulvert of this type would not be adequate for any length-slope ratio,
because the minimum PN€adwater depth is 7.4 ft. for the 120 cfs, not the 6.0 ft. desired. A
48-inch size would be a proper selection for all L/100S, ratios less than approximately 900.

Some extreme length and small slope conditions giving higher L/100S, ratios would require a
54-inch culvert.

A discharge rate of
illustrate further the ¢

Some specific L/100S,, ratios will be considered for the above allowable headwater of 6.0 ft.

and discharge of 120 cfs. If L/100S, is approximately 900 or less, a 48-inch size would satisfy
the limiting headwater of 6.0 ft. according to Figure 1B. A check computation may be made by
use of the proper full-flow nomograph found in HEC No. 5. Assuming a culvert length of 210 ft.
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and a slope of 0.0023, L/100S, = 910. Solving the problem by use of the full-flow nomograph
and procedures of HEC No. 5, it is found that H = 3.0 ft. and h, = 1/2 (3.3 + 4.0) = 3.6 ft. For the
conditions stated LS, = 0.5 ft. Therefore, HW = H + h, - LS, = 6.1 ft. Considering the minor
Inaccuracies that are inevitable in reading the graphs, the two methods check.

Another problem for the same Q and AHW could involve a long culvert on a small slope, say L
= 360 ft. and S, = 0.0024, so that L/100S, = 1,500. Obviously, from reading the chart the

headwater exceeds 6.0 ft. for the 48-inch culvert, therefore, a larger culvert must be selected.
By extrapolation of the 54-inch pipe curves for an L/100S, of 1,500, instructed by Section 4
Case 9, the headwater is read as 5.3 ft. (This headwater is less than 1.3D. Therefore,

extrapolation is permitted by Case 9a.) A more exact method, based @\a backwater profile
computation, (not shown) gives HW = 5.25 ft. An outlet control computa¥@g as given in HEC

No. 5 gives HW = 2.2 + 3.8 - 0.9 = 5.1 ft., but this value of headwate

nomograph method, is slightly below the range for accurate answers
however, that either extrapolation of the capacity charts or the

No. 5 is adequate for the proper selection of a culvert size to,
headwater limit of 6.0 ft.

Go to Section 3 ‘
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Requirements and Limitations for Use of Charts

(\ Section 3 : HEC 10
@'

Go to Section 4

Because culvert flow problems vary in complexity it is difficult to express express relationships
headwater-discharge relationships in simple curves or charts without some limitations. The
culvert capacity charts are designed to provide an easy method for the direct selection of
culvert size for the majority of highway culvert installations, but the following requirements and
limitations for the direct use of the charts must be observed for corre lutions.

A. Requirements and Limitations

1. The culvert type under consideration must be represen S noted in the

title. (Other inlet types can be used, see B-1.)

2. The culvert size must be included on the chart.

3. The culvert invert must be on a continuou lope from inlet to outlet, and

slope downward in the direction of flo

aig
alue shown on the chart for the size

4. The L/100S,, ratio must not excee
involved.
2D for the size considered.

5. The headwater depth ess t

the tail
or v

r in the outlet channel must not submerge critical depth at the
s culvert sections may be found from chartsin HEC No. 5.)

6. The elevati
outlet. (Criti

B. Problems NoWMeeting Above Requirements

Problems will be encountered which will not meet the above requirements for the direct solution
by the charts. In many cases these problems can be solved by finding a chart for a culvert of
similar characteristics (and, therefore, the same hydraulic performance) or by modification of
the problem so that one of the charts is applicable. Therefore, the above requirements and
limitations are discussed in the following paragraphs to broaden the use of the charts.

1. The charts may be used for some entrance types other than shown in the titles. The
instructions preceding each set of charts list equivalent entrance types. Some charts may
be used for solving problems involving other materials with similar roughness
characteristics, i.e., vitrified clay can be assumed to have the same roughness as
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concrete. Also instructions are givenin Section 4, Cases 1 and 2, for modification of problems
when a corrugated metal pipeis paved.

2. Instructions for the use of the charts when sizes are not included on the charts are given in Section
4, Cases 3 through 6.

3. Procedures for the selection of culverts on zero slopes and broken grade lines (broken-back) are
given in Section 4, Cases 7 and 8, respectively.

4. When a L/100S, ratio exceeds the chart's value for the size involved,
instructions.

i er to Section 4, Case 9 for

harts, values
g gprtant in this range,

6. The charts are prepared for free flow conditions at the er is sufficiently low that
it does not modify flow in the culvert. Therefore, a chart ' ulvert size should not be
accepted until the depth of flow in the outl compared to the indicated culvert
barrel height and to critical depth at its outlet. itical depth at the outlet are included
in HEC No. 5.

5. When the headwater depth exceeds 2D as indicated by the step-dotte
read from the curves become lessreliable. If accurate headwater
they should be checked by proceduresin HEC No. 5.

The following procedures must be foll IN® headwater for the tailwater conditions

stated:

. Tailwater depth is less than hei nd less than critical depth at the culvert outlet.
In this case the culvert capa@lty char@olltion for headwater depth is dependable, as in
A-6 above.

F he crown of the culvert outlet. In this case do not use the
capacity cha edures of HEC No. 5.

c. Tailwater eleva
Find HW from th
below:

1. If L/100S,, is equal to or greater than 1/2 of the value on the solid line curve of
the capacity chart, find HW by adding 1/2 (TW - d.) to the chart determination
of HW, then check (3).

lies between critical depth and the crown of the culvert at the outlet.
apacity charts as directed by steps (1) or (2) and check answer by (3)

2. If L/100S,, is less than 1/2 the value on the solid line curve, determine HW by
using chart value of HW, then check (3).
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3. In some cases, especially in problems involving large culverts and low flow,
the tailwater elevation could be higher than the HW elevation given in steps
(1) and (2). If the tailwater elevation is higher than above HW determination,
refer to procedures in HEC No. 5.

Go to Section 4
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) ) Section 4 : HEC 10
(.f Special Uses of Capacity Charts

Go to Section 5

Some culverts cannot be selected directly from a culvert capacity chart because one or more of the
requirements of Section 3 are not met. In order that the charts can be more generally applicable, several

special uses are described below:

Case 1 Paved invert corrugated metal pipe or pipe-arch culvet

If the barrel roughnessis changed by pavement of some type, use the
culvert of the same entrance type. Reduce the culvert length by mean:
instructions and compute L/100S, using reduced length. Th

manner.
0.75 L for standard or structural plate circular C. ' ' %o Of
circumference paved. ’

0.60 L for standard (1/2") C.M. pipe-ar ith

0.67 L for structural plate (2
paved (average value).

ith 33% of circumference

Case 2 Fully paved corru e with headwall entrance.

Use the square-edged en
total length. The charts
pipe-arch. Fof
adjusting the @

e culvert charts, with L/100S, computed for the

t beu or projecting entrance C.M. pipe nor for C.M.
se the C.M. pipe of pipe-arch nomographs of HEC No. 5,

basis of n = 0.012 for outlet control.

Case 3 Rectan@@lar concrete box culverts of 5 ft. height or more.

. Select atrial Size square box of the height desired.

b. Determine from chart the discharge Q for the allowable headwater and the square box
selected. If Q.isnot equal to the design Q, find the required span B as follows:
Determine discharge per foot of span (q) for the square box using the Q determined

2 Design
from the chart. The required span B = Tg . If the span-to-height ratio is not

satisfactory, try another trial square culvert.
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c. All other conditions required for the direct use of the charts must be met, including
the adjustment of HW for TW depth.

Case 4 Circular pipe sizes not included in the charts for concrete or
corrugated metal pipe.

If al other conditions required for the direct selection procedure are met, pipe sizes of

diameter half-way between those shown in the chart (such as half-foot diameters above
72-inch, or quarter-foot diameters below 36-inch) may be selected by ipterpolation
horizontally asfollows:

acceptable.

b. Note whether the culvert L/100S,, as applied to the t

chart, indicates that HW would be read on the sol§
an intermediate position.

c. Working on the first HW grid line of th
at which the proper curve of L/100S, for

above, will cross the select

of the ajacent chart sizes, from step b

d. Then measure horizontally, find a point midway between the two
points found in step c. T@@headwat rve for the intermediate culvert size, as
defined by L/100S,, wil @Rass thrd@igh the midway point and be parallel with the chart

. Make adjustrrient for TW if necessary.

Case 5 Oval concrete pipe sizes not on the charts.

Three of the available pipe sizes within the range covered by Charts 15 to 18, i.e., numbers

3,5and 7, are not included in the charts because of the small difference in headwater depths
between the sizes shown. The headwater curves for each will pass through points on
horizontal lines (headwater depth lines) midway between the curves for the adjacent chart
sizes. The procedures of Case 4 are used to obtain an interpolated curve for the intermediate




size based on the culvert L/100S,. A table of oval pipe sizesis given in the instruction sheet
preceding Chart 15.

Case 6 Corrugated structural plate (2" x 6") pipe-arch sizes not on the charts.

The culvert capacity charts include headwater curves for only 8 of the 34 standard sizes
generally available. A complete table of sizes of pipe-arches with corner plates of 18-inch
inside radius, with dimensions and area of each, isincluded in the instruction sheet
preceding the pipe-arch charts. The number of sizes available between those represented by
curves on the charts varies as shown by the listing of sizes. Horizontal interpolation can be
used to determine curves for intermediate sizes as explained bel ow:

. The Q-AHW point of the design problem must be between the cis ;
addition, asignificant difference in resulting headwater depth § dicated in
order to justify selection of an intermediate size.

b. Find the points at which headwater curves for the tw es of the chart, at

the culvert L/100S,, will cross the first headwat elow the AHW
line, asfound in step b, into a
umber Of intervals between available

point.

e For example, the horizontal distance
t Would be divided into 5 equal spaces
for size 14 will be found at 2/5 this

c. Divide the horizontal distance aong th|
number of equal spaces correspondl
sizesin the range from one
between curvesfor sizes 12
along any headwater depth |j

oximate path of this interpolated curve will show if HW at
design Qi ow the AHW point, and therefore the size is acceptable. If not, use the
next larger Ske.

f. All other conditions required for the direct selection must be met, including the
adjustment of HW for TW depth.

Case 7 Culvert slope zero (level invert).

Theratio L/100S, cannot be computed for a zero slope, but a size meeting the design
requirements can be selected by the following instructions:



. In order to compute L/100S, for use of the charts, assign afictitious slope S, and
determine afictitious fall of theinvert L x S,. Use the following slopes:

0.002 for al concrete culverts.
0.004 for standard C.M. pipe and pipe-arch, unpaved or paved.

0.010 for structural plate C.M. pipe or pipe-arch, unpaved or
paved.

For paved invert C.M. culverts use the reduced lengths of Case 1 to compute
L/100S, and thefal L x S,.

b. To select a culvert size from the capacity charts, first reduce the A
amount of the fictitious fall introduced in a above. Then, use thg

depth by the

acceptable culvert size. The culvert selected should meet the
requirement.

c. If the actual HW for the selected culvert is desiredifor rdin
fal

urposes in the
W read from the

chart.

d. All other conditions required for th
adjustment of HW for TW

addition to theamount L x S

tion must be met, including the
submergence of d. by TW isin

t reading to compensate for the level

invert.

e. If aculvert with levgilin¥gt is al sl assified as one of the above 6 special casesfor
culverts not meetj e reql ts for the direct use of charts, the above procedure
isalso j

Case 8 Culv n slopes.

The capacity ch ay be used with the culvert invert on two different slopesif all other
requirements for uSEof the direct size selection are met. Tailwater depth seldom affects HW
for broken slope culverts. In most cases the steep slope of either the inlet or outlet sections
will establish an outlet velocity sufficient to repel a depth established by the downstream
channel.

With two slopes, the control section may be at the inlet, at the break in grade if the first
sopeisrelatively flat and the second slope is steep, or at the outlet. Outlet control is
possible under some conditions regardless of the two slopes of the barrel. Therefore, a check
headwater computation must be made for outlet control using the total length and
proceduresin HEC No. 5.
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In all casesatria culvert sizeis selected from the appropriate culvert capacity chart on the
basis of the ratio L;/100S, for the first section of pipe, where L, and S, equals the length

and slope of this section. The following procedure is used regardless of whether the slope of
theinlet section is the steeper or the flatter of the two slopes:

. Using L 1/100S, for the first section, determine the size of pipe required, neglecting
the second or outlet section of pipe.

b. Using the entire length of culvert find HW by procedures of HEC No. 5 for outlet
control, where

HW = H + h, - fall of invert
(from inlet to outlet)

c. The correct headwater depth will be the highest HW given by gifps a O@R. If the
headwater found in b is above the limiting AHW, the culvert sige deter pdinais
not acceptable and alarger trial size must be selected uni i@ b is
satisfactory.

e.

Case 9 The culvert L/100S, exceeds the chart v

In such cases, the chart may still be u tion by estimating the
effect of the greater L/100S,, but the actu wate*depth for a possible size

should be determined befor hat to be acceptable. The check
of HW depth may be made b hods, depending upon relative
depth of headwater.

[C

consideration, extrapolate above the chart
to find HW for the design Q. If the

Use the size indicated by the capacity chart as atrial size, and determine
HW by use of HEC No. 5. If headwater islow, methods of HEC No. 5
may not apply and backwater computations are required if accurate
headwater depths are desired.

Go to Section 5
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Design Considerations

(\ Section 5 : HEC 10
@'

Go to Section 6

The objective in the design of an economical culvert is to provide a waterway opening adequate
for the passage of floods. A primary consideration in selecting a culvert to meet this objective is
the determination of its hydraulic capacity. The hydraulic capacity charts in this circular and the
procedures of HEC No. 5 solve this problem. There are, however, other important design
considerations which must be evaluated by the designer in order that structure selected will
operate satisfactorily. Some of these considerations are discussed bri the following
paragraphs.

A. Magnitude and Frequency of Floods

In the last half century many formulas have been used t e fl
determine the size of a culvert. These formulas,
are adjusted and modified by the designer to
experience. Most highway engineers realize the
years programs for gaging stream flow from

States to improve our methods for e a

discharges or to
limited stream flow data,
itions as determined by flood

of these formulas and in recent
inage areas have been initiated by many

As flood data become available, more re res for determining the magnitude and
frequency of floods are being dev rocedures enable an engineer to estimate a
design flood at a particular site a a culvert size based on hydraulic principles
rather than selecting a culver dated @ethods used in the past.

The occurrence of floods is usse ydraulic Engineering Circular No. 3, "Hydrology of a

Highway Stream @i@s ocedures for estimating floods on culvert-sized streams are
estimating procedu

available in many h [oC@pagency responsible for hydraulic design should develop
steps should be take accumulate the needed records.

2a of responsibility. If stream-flow data are not available,

The designer of a culvgli should remember that once a culvert is installed, its flood capacity is
fixed. This fact alone shbuld emphasize the importance of estimating flood discharges and their
frequency of occurrence.

B. Design Floods

Proper design can only be accomplished by first determining the magnitude of the design flood
and then selecting a culvert to pass this flood on the basis of hydraulic principles and site
conditions. The determination of a design flood is the most difficult part of the culvert design
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problem and involves both selecting the appropriate frequency flood and determining its
magnitude.

Two aspects that should be considered are the accuracy of the estimating procedure and the
probability of the flood selected being exceeded a short time after construction. The selection of
a flood based on average frequency of occurrence alone is not entirely satisfactory since the
risks due to a poor estimating procedure, costly construction and damage to adjacent property
can be differentCeven within the limits of one construction project. Standards of risk for various
culvert locations and types of highways are not well established. The common practice is to
design minor roads for low average recurrence intervals, any 10 to 25 years and major
highways for average recurrence intervals of 50 years or more. Specifying a high recurrence
interval means the use of a larger design flood and a reduction in the from flooding or
washouts but an increase in the cost of the structure.

The average recurrence interval does not measure the degree of saf
short periods of time. A flood peak of say a 50-year average frequen greence interval
has a 0.02 probability that at least one flood of this magnitude 8 DCCUr in any one
year. Probability methods may be used to show that it also 713 probability, or about a 1
out of 5 chance of being equalled or exceeded at least ogce W @ pellod of 10 consecutive
years. For longer periods, the risk of at least one flood e of50-year frequency
increases as follows: 0.38 for 25 years, 0.64 fg 50 years

The greatest need in hydraulic research is to de p
procedures for small drainage areas so that hjgh
adequate basis of an evaluation of th@is
than the design flood and the economi

ulvertS’can be designed upon the more
he occurrence of flood peaks greater
llalfon related thereto.

C. Allowable Headwater

Channel properties and dis ge e the depth of flow in a stream channel. A culvert
which constricts t mall amount will cause some increase in the depth of flow in
the natural channé om the culvert entrance. The depth of water at the culvert
inlet, measured ve ulvert invert, is called headwater.

The rate of discharge@ough a culvert increases with depth of headwater. It follows that the
most economical culv@@ will be one which makes use of the maximum rise of the upstream
pool (headwater) witho§Pendangering the roadway or causing significant damage from this
ponding.

A culvert can be sized to produce a given headwater depth for a particular discharge. (As
headwater increases, discharge increases and herein lies the significance of the allowable
headwater as a design consideration.) For a given design flood the allowable headwater can be
different for two crossings of the same stream, because of conditions at each site which
determine ponding that can be tolerated and the damage which would occur in the event of a
greater flood. Different culvert sizes might be justified for these crossings because of two
different allowable headwaters.




D. Other Factors

Velocity of FlowCThe flow in culverts is usually at velocities greater than those in the natural
stream. These increased velocities make erosion at the culvert outlet a potential problem. This
aspect of design is discussed briefly in HEC No. 5.

Sediment and DebrisCThe charts of this circular are based on hydraulic computations
assuming clear water flow. It is well known that flood flow in particular carries various kinds of
debris which could change the capacity from that given by the charts. In most instances,
however, the effect of most moving debris on capacity is minor. Engin@ering judgment must be
used to evaluate problems related to abrasion of the culvert walls and 8@gosition of material in
the barrel and at the entrance. Slope, alignment and oftentimes the si type of culvert
barrel are important factors in transporting sediment and debris. HE( ebris-ControI
plet to

Structures", describes various methods for the control of debris at the lvert.
Structural RequirementsCAlthough the structural design of verts is not within the
scope of this circular, it must be pointed out that structur aW® occurred because of

e inlet and erosion at
iIde of the culvert barrel and

the outlet. Some failures are caused by waterflowi he

washing away supporting material.

Selection of Culvert TypesCThe selection of rt type Is often based on the initial
in-place construction cost. Although inj IS rime importance, durability,

idefed in the selection. Ideally, the total
annual cost of a culvert installation for th e of the highway should be kept to a
minimum, but many factors import analysis are not well defined, making it difficult
to justify an individual analysis exg@&pt for Ive installations.

near bends can c
of several barrels.
culvert barrel witho

nt is not possible, mild curves can be used within the
ap for debris.

Because of irregular S
grade lines to avoid co
"broken-back" culverts

eam profiles, culvert barrels are sometimes constructed with broken
y excavation. Methods/for determining the hydraulic capacity of
are given in Section 4, Case 8 of this circular.

1"Drainage Structures”, Highway Research Board, Bulletin 286, page 13, 1960.

Go to Section 6
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(\ Section 6 : HEC 10
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Design Data

Go to Section 7 (part 1)

A. Hydrologic Data

The design of highway culverts by use of hydraulic methods such as the culvert capacity
charts, requires that the design in flood peak be selected by a reliable@gethod, and that the
average recurrence interval of the design flood be selected on the basiS@L a realistic evaluation
of the damage which would occur during a greater flood. (See Sectiog

The scope of the problems involved in determining flood magnitude hge frequency
basis and in selecting the acceptable degree of risk of damagg at the
estimation of floods is a duty of the highway design engineey W pe assigned to the
location or field engineer.

However, the field engineer should obtain and report co egarding flood evidence.
Highwater marks are very helpful in plotting d estimating past floods.
Downstream controls of water stages should be @ate e, invert elevations and complete
descriptions of existing culverts or bridges can be fuI to the designer, particularly if a history
of their performance during major flo . If overflow of the existing road has
occurred, a profile of the roadway will . Flood estimates from a frequency
analyses should be checked against the tes of flow based upon field data. If
serious discrepancies are found, ata and the method of flood estimation should
be carefully reviewed. The site co ing the degree of damage which may result
from unusually high floods shglid caref y considered before selecting the average
frequency for design. In m e necessary to tabulate two or more flood
magnitudes for usgln design isions, identifying each by its average frequency.

B. Topographi er Site Data

Adequate data describflg the culvert site must be supplied by the locating engineer. More
adequate data can be obtained if survey parties are given full instructions as to what is required
and why each item is needed. One of the first requirements for design is a drainage area map
defining each watershed area and showing the highway station number at which each stream
channel crosses the route. For small culverts a minimum of data is required, but more
extensive data, sometimes including a large scale contour map, are required where the size of
the stream indicates the need for a large culvert. The minimum site survey data needed for
culvert design are a dimensioned sketch of the channel alignment, with station and angle of
crossing, stream cross-sections and a stream bed profile based on the highway survey datum
and referenced to the stream location sketch.



Adequate stream channel data will include a profile extending a sufficient distance each side of
the proposed location to determine the stream slope and appropriate culvert invert elevations at
inlet and outlet. Sufficient cross sections of the channel should be taken to permit channel flow
calculations for estimating tailwater depth. Data regarding the flow resistance characteristics
(Manning n) of the channel should also be obtained. In addition, the downstream channel
should be examined over a considerable distance for any evidence of degradation. Abrupt
drops in the channel which may progress upstream to the outlet of a culvert are important
design factors and should be fully described.

The survey party should give special attention to locating all structures of land improvement on
the upstream side of the highway that could be damaged if flooded by the headwater pool. The
exact elevation at which damage begins should be reported together a statement

describing the kind of damage and the probable costs caused by floodir

The foundation soils at the culvert site should be investigated. Load @& operties of

foundations for small culverts may be judged by observation or prob gePborings are
usually required for large structures. The field report should a
size, and probable amount of drift. This information is obtain
and from the present and the potential use of the upstreggn |

idence along the stream

For large, long, or multiple barrel culverts sufficient topogRa@phi hould be obtained to
permit preparation of large scale layouts. The‘ulv hould be superimposed on a
contour map prepared from these surveys. The to select the proper location and
skew angle for the culvert and to provide data for ulating“excavation quantities.

C. Stream Channel Calculatjo

The depth of flow in the natural st@am cha@ne®must be calculated for the design flood. The
channel sections, slope, and furnished by the field survey are used for this
purpose. These calculation de by assuming uniform flow unless there is an
indication that co s down m regulate the water stage. A plot of discharge against depth
will be helpful in i e for a specific rate of flow. The difference between
channel stage at d and the elevation of the culvert invert at the outlet is the
tailwater depth, TW, rd this tailwater as ltem D-9 following.

D. Design Data T&bulation

(see Tabulation Sheet in Circular No. 5)

1. Record the highway station number at the stream crossing, the watershed area, and the estimated
peak rate of the design flood (more than one if required), designating the average recurrence
interval, asfor example:

Q40 = 460 cfs. (10-year average frequency)
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10.

Qsp = 750 cfs. (50-year average frequency)

Plot aroadway cross section along the center line or the culvert, using the skew angle indicated by
the survey data.

From the cross section and the stream profile data, establish the culvert invert elevations at the
inlet and the outlet.

Where a straight grade is used throughout the culvert length, compute the culvert barrel slope, S,
in feet per foot, and in percent, 100 S,. Where a broken invert grade isrequired, determine S, for
each section or straight grade.

Determine the approximate culvert length, L, in feet. The plan length ay require the
culvert height, is not necessary at this stage of design.

Compute the culvert length-slope ratio L/100S, from the ab
are used, compute L ,/100S, for the section at the inlet and
in feet, from inlet to outlet invert elevations.

oken barrel slopes
etotal L and the total fall,

Record the elevations of headwater limits g& n, such as:

. Low point of pavement within reach of t W ool, or if preferred, the
shoulder elevation.

b. Roadway channel bottoms at w

c. Points at which in flood age tures on upstream property would begin.
From the data of No. 7 e ei invert elevation of No. 3, determine the allowable
headwater depth AHW, ,ab e culvert invert at theinlet. If different flood frequencies
apply to diffg evation ord the design Q and AHW for each, for later determination or the
governing co
From the stream'@liénnel cal culations and the outlet invert elevation of No. 3, record the tailwater

depth TW, in feet@ove the culvert invert at the outlet.

Determine Q per barrel, if amultiple culvert is a possible design. (See E below).

E. Multiple Barrel Culverts

In many cases the designer must decide whether a multiple barrel culvert is to be considered
as one of the selections used in economic comparisons. The culvert capacity charts show the
discharge rate per barrel. If a multiple culvert, consisting of the same type and size of barrel, is



placed so that all the elements are equal, the total discharge is assumed to be divided equally
to each of the barrels. Dissimilar barrels or unequal invert elevations require a trial procedure to
find individual barrel discharge rates so that their sum equals the total Q at a common
headwater elevation (but not necessarily equal HW depths).

Often the choice of culvert barrel height is restricted by the elevation of the roadway, and in
some cases, it may be necessary to use arch or rectangular sections rather than raise the
proposed roadway grade to provide cover for a circular section.

The general magnitude of culvert opening area required by the design flood is one factor
involved in the decision as to types of culverts to be considered. Small flood peak rates may
indicate that a small pipe culvert will be the economical choice. As thgaflood rates become
larger, it is not at once obvious whether a single opening or multiple op€ings may be most
advantageous. Selecting span and height dimensions most suitable f ite complicate the
problem.

The following equation is suggested as a means of estimating g

Total area of culvert opening

dicate use of a single barrel

The total culvert area in square feet, an apprgximation oni@ may
or a multiple culvert. Division of the total floodYegk ber of barrels of a trial selection
will obtain a design Q per barrel to be used in sel&ating a rt size from the charts.

Go to Section 7 (part I) Q




( Section 7 : HEC 10

@ Culvert Capacity Charts
Part |

Go to Section 7 (part 1)

The culvert capacity charts in this section provide a means for selecting a culvert of adequate size to
convey the design discharge rate per barrel without exceeding an allowable depth of headwater
determined by the site conditions. The allowable headwater depth AHW, and the actual headwater
depth HW that results from the culvert size selected, are measured in feet gbove the culvert invert at
the inlet. The 36 culvert capacity charts are divided into 8 groups accordind@geight basic types of
culverts as determined by barrel shape and material. The charts appear in t
on the last page of this circular.

Each group of charts is preceded by an explanation of the factors determi
represented by the charts. Information regarding other inlets type i alent to one of
the two types shown in the titles and other design data necessar of each group of charts
are also included. Tables of dimensions and cross-sectional e a@ilable sizes of each type
of culvert are given in some instances.

ain inlet types

culvert size as previously discussed
tabulated on a prepared design
sheet in HEC No. 5).

The procedures for accumulating design data a r
are summarized in the following steps: (This informag

Make a contoured site pl

4. Establish the ert inver vations at inlet and outlet and the culvert length. Then determine
the invert slo om L/100S,,.

5. Determine the a
Section 5.

le headwater depth (or depths) AHW, considering the factors discussed in

6. Compute the depth of flow in the stream channel (including flood plain) for the design flood, and
determine TW depth.

7. Select one or more appropriate culvert types. Compute an approximate barrel area A, = Q/10 to

guide selection of type and possible numbers and sizes of multiple barrels. Compute the
discharge rate Q per barrel if multiple barrels are used.

8. Determine if the culvert types selected together with the governing headwater, length and slope,
meet requirements for the direct use of charts, Section 3.
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. Select the culvert capacity chart for the culvert and entrance type to be considered.
b. On the chart, locate the point of intersection of Q and AHW.

c. Use the culvert L/100S, and the L/100S, of the chart curves to determine the

smallest culvert size which will result in an actual headwater depth HW equal to or
less than AH (Section 2C).

d. Check tailwater as instructed in Section 3.

9. Culvert size may also be selected from the charts for some conditions where the requirements
for direct selection of size from charts are not met and therefore ste bove cannot be
followed. These conditions include the following cases as described in jon 4.

Case 1 - Paved Invert C.M. Pipe or Pipe-Arch.
Case 2 - Fully Paved C.M. Pipe.

Case 3 - Rectangular Concrete Box sizes not in charts.

Case 4 - Concrete or C.M. Circular Pipe sizes betweengho char
Case 5 - Oval Concrete Pipe sizes not in ch‘ﬁt.
Case 6 - Corrugated Structural Plate Pipe-Arciasiz INlchart.

Case 7 - Culvert slope zero (level invert).
Case 8 - Broken slope culverts.
Case 9 - L/100S, exceeds chart ;

A. Concrete Box Culve

urves.

Two groups of chatr, he first group, Charts 1 to 5, are for box culverts with headwalls at

90 degrees to the cHlkE and iciently long to retain the fill slopes clear of the waterway
opening. These head@iall cia also be used for culverts with wingwalls flared from 10 degrees to
20 degrees with the cqikg ' e headwater-discharge relation is based upon small chamfers at all
exposed edges at the &

are includ

The second group of cha@, Nos. 6 to 10, are for box culverts with wingwalls flared from 30° to 75°

with the culvert axis and chamfered edge at the top of the entrance. Culverts with wingwalls flared 30
degrees or more require less headwater depth for a given size and discharge rate than do those with
just a headwall or 15° wingwalls.

Culverts with parallel wingwalls formed by extension of the box side walls have a capacity less than the
designs covered by these charts. It was not considered necessary to include charts for this inefficient

type.

All charts are based upon an entrance face at right angles to the barrel axis. Model tests indicate that
skew of the entrance reduces capacity of wingwall types and increases capacity of flared wingwall
types. However, for skews up to 45 degrees the head-discharge relation shown by the charts is not



modified to a significant degree.

A square box culvert of half-foot dimension increments, if required for a special purpose, may be
selected from the square box charts, which include only the sizes at foot intervals. Use the same
method given in Section 4, Case 4, for selection of intermediate sizes of concrete pipe. The same
procedure may also be used for rectangular boxes of half-foot increments in span if the height is equal
to that of one of the charts for rectangular boxes. Note the example on Chart 7.

Chart curves are not included for all possible rectangular box sizes, particularly the wide-apart boxes
with height of 5 ft. or more. In this size range resistance losses are a small part of headwater depth

with outlet control. Therefore, the capacity of a culvert of given height is nearly proportional to the
span. Culvert sizes may be selected from the charts for square box culverts as explained in Section 4,

Case 3.
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B. Circular Concrete Pipe Culverts

Chart 11 and Chart 12 are for concrete pipe culverts with a squa °d 4llirance, and apply equally
to culverts installed in a headwall, headwall and wingwalls, o beyond the toe of the
embankment slope.

ections to obtain a particular length.
groove-edged entrance.

A square-edged entrance is the result of cutting (’: cr
Culverts with such entrances have lesser capacity th

Inlet details for which the square-edged ts also be used:
. Skewed inlets. (Inlet face skewed wi axis of culvert barrel.)

erthe c
uch fl

. The flare angle may be as small as 20°.
ngwalls, but the reduction is not enough to be

b. Flared wingwalls, with headwa
Headwater depth is reduced b
significant in design.

c. Parallel wing increas adwater depth. If the distance between walls is 1.25D or more the
charts may b esig 0 not use the charts for parallel wing walls only 1.0D apart.

ections, with a short section of uniform barrel diameter. Headwater depth
are used is slightly less than shown by the charts, but the charts will serve

d. Concrete culver
when these secti
for size selection.

e. Concrete pipe cut to form a mitered inlet in the plane of the fill slope.

Chart 13 and Chart 14 are for concrete pipe culverts installed with the socket end of a
tongue-and-groove pipe joint forming a groove-edged entrance. The head-discharge relation of the
chart curves is based on a projecting pipe. Although capacity of this pipe in a headwall is slightly
greater, the difference is not significant. The semi-bell socket of a cast and vibrated pipe presents a
larger groove which improves culvert capacity, but the difference is too small to justify separate charts
for design. These charts may also be used for vitrified clay pipe culverts installed with the spigot end
forming the entrance.




Inlet details for which the groove-edged entrance charts may also be used:
. Flared wingwalls as described for square-edged inlet variations, have little effect upon headwater
when used with a groove-edged entrance.

b. Parallel wingwalls are acceptable if 1.25D or more apatrt.

c. Filling the entrance groove with mortar to form a bevel has no effect on headwater. The charts

may be used.
Standard Sizes of Circular Concrete Pipe

Diameter Area Diameter Area Area
in. ft. sq. ft. in. ft. sq. ft. sq. ft.
12 1.00 0.79 54 4.5 15.90 78.5
15 1.25 1.23 60 5.0 19.64 86.6
18 1.50 1.77 66 55 23.76 95.0
21 1.75 2.41 72 : 3 : 103.9
24 2.00 3.14 78 12.0 113.1
27 2.25 3.98 84 150 12.5 122.7
30 2.50 4.91 44.2 156 13.0 132.7
33 2.75 5.94 0.3 162 13.5 143.1
36 3.00 7.07 56.7 168 14.0 154.0
42 3.50 9.62 63.6 174 14.5 165.0
48 4.00 12 9.5 70.9 180 15.0 177.0

Sizes larger t 08-in. may not be available; consult local manufacturers.

Chart 11
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C. Oval Concrete Pipe Culverts

4

Long Axis Horizontal

The charts of this sub-section apply onl the long axis horizontal, suitable for low

embankments.

guare-edged entrance, as described for circular
let variations given under circular concrete pipe

Chart 15 is for oval concrete pipe culy,

concrete pipe culverts. The chart al
with square-edged entrance.

Chart 16 applies to oval conc
pipe joint forming
also applies to all i

pipe installed with the socket-end of a tongue-and-groove

trance, as described for circular concrete pipe culverts. The chart
for circular concrete pipe with groove-edged entrance.

ellipse and is made up of two pairs of circular arcs. The arcs on
the inside of the sectio of the following approximate radii in terms of the abort dimension D of the
pipe: long radius 1.35 hort radius 0.43 D. The sizes generally available are given in the following
table, with actual openin@@rea.

An oval concrete pip

Size No. Nominal Size, In. Actual Size, In.
Span Height Span Height Areas.f.
1 23 14 22.83 14.31 1.84
2 30 19 30.30 19.20 3.28
3 34 22 34.11 21.57 4.14
4 38 24 37.86 23.99 5.12
5 42 27 41.93 26.71 6.31
6 45 29 45.44 28.79 7.37
7 49 32 49.49 31.57 8.80



8 53 34 53.28 34.02 10.21

9 60 38 59.92 38.28 2:92
10 68 43 67.88 43.42 16.6
11 76 48 75.50 48.17 20.5
12 83 53 83.02 53.01 24.8
13 91 58 90.54 57.86 29:9

Charts are not provided for all sizes listed in some manufacturers catalogs. Three intermediate sizes (Nos. 3, 5
and 7) are not included in the charts, but may be selected from the charts if desired by using the methods of
Section 4, Case 5.

Chart 15
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D. Oval Concrete Pipe Culverts

Long Axis Vertical

The charts of this sub-section apply g
required by the load imposed by a hj
pipe with long axis horizontal.

talled with the long axis vertical, as might be
etry of these pipes is the same as listed for oval

Charts are not provided for al
(Section 3,5 and 7 not incl

me manufacturers catalogs. Three intermediate sizes
in the charts, but may be selected from the charts if desired. Use

Chart 17 is for oval c [ verts with a square-edged entrance, as described for circular

concrete pipe culverts. chart also applies to all inlet variations given for circular concrete pipe with
square-edged entrance!

Chart 18 is for oval concréte pipe culverts installed with the socket end of a tongue-and-groove pipe

joint forming a groove-edged entrance, as described for circular concrete pipe culverts. The chart also
applies to all inlet variations given for circular concrete pipe with groove-edged entrance.

Chart 17
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( Section 7 : HEC 10

Culvert Capacity Charts
Part I

Go to Appendix A

E. Standard Circular Corrugated Metal Pipe Culverts

1/2-in. by 2-2/3-in. corrugation

Charts 19 to 21 are for circular corrugated metal pipe with inlet face normal e axis and projecting

to or beyond the toe of fill.

Other inlet details for which the projecting entrance charts (Charts 19 to 2

follows:
. Skewed inlets, with full pipe section cut on a skew to form g e roadway.
b. Mitered inlets; normal or skewed, formed by a miter cu i the @iPe on a plane inclined to

the horizontal and conforming to the side slope of the fil
c. Stepped mitered inlets, where the miter cut b

d. Low height headwalls, extending

Charts 22 to 24 are for a full-height h ° to the culvert axis, extending at least 1/12 D above
the pipe crown and of sufficient leng I slopes clear of the waterway opening.

Other inlet details for which the ce charts (Charts 22 to 24) may be used are as
follows:

. Flared wing r the crown and at 90° to the barrel. The flare angle may be as
small as abougR0™ i lvert. Such wingwalls reduce the headwater depth, but not

crease headwater depth. If the distance between walls is 1.25 D or more, the

charts may be useM@ior design. Do not use the charts for parallel wingwalls only 1.0D apart.

c. Skewed inlets, with the angle between the inlet face and a plane at 90° to the barrel axis (the
skew angle) not exceeding 45°.
d. Standard metal culvert end-section, with apron and side wings.

Standard corrugated metal pipe diameters usually conform closely to the nominal diameter. Pipe
diameters and areas are listed under Section 7B.

For paved invert culverts, of all inlet types, use the charts in the normal manner, but reduce the culvert



length to compute L/100S, as instructed in Section 4, Case 1.
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F. Standard Corrugated Metal Pipe Arch Culverts

1/2-in. by 2-2/3-in. corrugation

Curves for all commercially available pipe-arch culvert sizes are shown on the charts. The sizes shown
on each graph are arranged in an alternate manner to avoid overlapping of the curves.

Chart 25 and Chart 26 are for pipe-arch culverts with inlet face normal to the axis and projecting to or
beyond the toe of fill. The charts may also be used for mitered inlets, and tige other inlet variations

ding at least 1/12 D
ppening. The
pfrugated metal

above the pipe crown and of sufficient length to retain fill slopes clear of t
charts may also be used with all inlet variations listed under Section

pipe with headwall entrance.

s with a span about 1.63
out 0.90 that of the
circular pipe from which the pipe-arch is made. The charts are\@mp or a standardized section of
the above dimensions. The inside dimensions (ci@8t t area of each size are given in the

Pipe-arches are made by pressing standard circular C.M. pipg to

table below.
Dimensions of Standard C.M. 4si ections Included in Charts
Nominal Size Span Area Round Pipe
inches s.f. diam., in.
25x 16 2.16 21
29 x 18 2.83 24
36 x 22 1.85 4.42 30
43 x 27 2.22 6.36 36
50 x 31 2.59 8.65 42
58 x 36 4.82 2.96 11.30 48
65 x 40 5.42 3.33 14.34 54
72 x 44 6.02 3.70 17.7 60

Chart 25
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G. Structural Plate Circular Corrugated Metal Pipe Cu %

2-in. by 6-in. corrugation

Chart 29 and Chart 30, are used for culverts with inlet face nggm e a8 and projecting to or

beyond the toe of fill. The charts may also be used for mitere inlet variations given in
Section 7E for standard (1/2" x 2-2/3") circular C%Jgat projecting entrance.

the culvert axis, extending at least
1/12 D above the pipe crown and of sufficient le in the Till slopes clear of the waterway
opening. The charts also apply to all inl r ection 7E for standard circular
corrugated metal pipe with headwall entra t prefabricated metal end-sections are not
available for structural plate pipe.

The high resistance loss for flow in
should be at least 0.01, if possib es may require a size increase of 1 foot or more for
rves (dashed lines) of the charts are computed for

culverts on 0.01 slopes. Ther In feet, used for each size is equal to the L/100S,

number. The coinc 0 ft. and 120 ft. culverts, or 400 and 240 ft., at low headwater
depths mean that n : [ ed on the backwater profile before it reaches the crown. In
such cases, greater pes not increase headwater depth.

Where it may be neces@@ry to install structural plate culverts at slopes less than one percent, the

normal method for dete ing headwater depth on the basis of the culvert L/100S, from a chart curve

or by interpolation require®modification for more accurate results. Inlet control operation can occur on
small slopes only for short culverts, that is, length less than 10 times the diameter, and then only after
HW becomes greater than 1.3 D. For greater lengths or lower headwater with short lengths, outlet
control will always govern. For slopes significantly less than 0.01, find HW by the following method, for
both paved and unpaved culverts:

1. Compute L/100S, for the culvert L at a slope 0.01, that is, L/100S, is equal to L. Use reduced L
for paved inverts.

2. Use the L/100S, of step 1 to read HW from the chart curves for the size under consideration, on
the solid line curve or by interpolation.



3. Compute the additional hypothetical fall of the culvert invert introduced by using the one percent
slope, i.e., L (0.010 - S), in feet.

4. Add the amount from step 3 to HW read from the chart in step 2 to obtain a close approximation
of the headwater depth required.

The pipe sizes given in the charts are the nominal inside diameter (crest-to-crest of corrugations). The
charts are computed for the manufacturers standard inside diameters as given in the table below.
Table of Actual Inside Diameters of Structural Plate C.M. Pipe

Nominal Actual Diam. Area Nominal Actual Diam. Area
diam., in. in. ft. s.f. diam., in. in. ft. s.f.

60 91 493 19.05 120 78.8
66 65.2 543 23.19 126 87.0
72 71.3 594  27.73 132 9.7
78 7.4 6.45  32.67 138 104.8
84 83.6 6.97 38.12 144 114.2
90 89.7 7.48  43.88 150 124.0
96 95.8 7.98  50.06 156 134.3
102 101.9 849  56.63 162 144.9
108 108.0 9.00 63.62 156.0
114 114.1 951 4--71:0% 167.4

1193

cfrt
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Chart 30

CHART 30
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H. Structural Plate Pipe-Arch Corrugated Culverts

2-in. by 6-in. corrugation
18-inch Radius Corner Plates

| to the axis and

d fo ered inlets, and the other inlet
lar corrugated metal pipe with

Chart 33 and Chart 34, are for structural plate pipe-arch with

projecting to or beyond the toe of fill. The charts rgay also be
variations listed under Section 7E for standard (172" x

projecting entrance.

Chart 35 and Chart 36, are for a full-hei o the culvert axis, extending at least 1/12

D above the pipe crown and of sufficient the"ill slopes clear of the waterway opening.
The charts may also be used with VII inlet v [ ' under Section 7E for standard circular

corrugated metal pipe with headwall pt that metal end-sections are not available.
The capacity charts for pipe-archgs d structural plate include headwater curves for outlet
control computed for 0.01 inve s wa§/done for the circular pipe with 2" x 6" corrugations. It is

with invert slopes significantly less than 0.01 may be read from
provided in the instructions Section 7G for structural plate circular

Headwater depth fo
the capacity charts a

pipe.
The culvert capacity chaR&include 8 of the 34 standard sizes available in structural plate pipe-arches.

Sizes not included in the Charts may be selected by use of the methods given in Section 4, Case 6.

The actual inside maximum dimensions, crest-to-crest of corrugations, are given in the following table,
with the inside perimeter and area of each section.

Structural Plate Pipe-ArchesC18" Corner Radius

Section Span Rise Perimeter Area
No. ft. ft. ft. S
*1 6.08 4.58 17.00 22.1

2 6.33 4.76 17.80 24.1
3 6.77 4.91 18.60 26.1

*4 7.02 5.09 19.44 28.4



30
31
32
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*34
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32.9
35.4
38.0
40.4
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48.7
51.6
54.5
575
60.7
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67.2
CaaE
74.1
77.6
81.3
85.2

88.7

92.6

96.5
100.7
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108.7

1354
117.5
122.2
126.5
131.3
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Go to Appendix B

Appendix A : HEC 10

Hydraulic Principles and Compilation of Charts

A-1 Notation

A Area of a cross-section of flow, in sq. ft.

Ap Area of culvert barrel opening, in sq. ft.

AHW  The allowable headwater depth, in ft. above the culvert inver inlet. The depth
corresponding to the upstream water surface elevation whig lgner considers
would be dangerous to exceed at a particular site. It is usua Wation above
which damage from flooding of adjacent property or d result in
damage greater than some acceptable value.

B Span of box culvert, or maximum horizontal dimgn anj@val pipe or a pipe-arch,
in ft.

D Height of any culvert barrel openingcjc a bQ& culvert, pipe, or pipe arch; also
circular pipe diameter, in ft.

(Diameter of pipe is commo inches, and for this reason the
charts show pipe size i tho all calculations are made in
foot units).

de Critical depth, inft. (inac |, as used here). The depth of flow at which
depth plus velocity head See critical depth charts in HEC No. 5.

HW Depth of headwater

The differen elev rom the culvert invert at the inlet to the water
water pool required to discharge any given rate of flow
& Entrance | for full flow. Values in HEC No. 5.
Length of c rt, in ft., measured along the culvert axis and face-to-face of
headwalls, orf@nd-to-end of projecting pipe. Lengths of culverts with mitered ends are
usually measu¥ed at one-half height.

n Manning's roughness coefficient.

Q Rate of flow through a single barrel culvert, or per barrel in a multiple culvert in cubic
feet per second, cfs.

Ss Head loss per ft. of length of culvert due to friction.

S5 Slope of the invert of a culvert barrel with reference to a horizontal plane, in ft. per ft.
of length; thus the sine of the slope angle.

100 S, Invert slope in percent, or ft. of fall per 100 ft. of culvert length.


http://aisweb/pdf2/hec5/default.htm
http://aisweb/pdf2/hec5/default.htm

TW Tailwater depth, in ft.

The depth of flow in the outlet channel below a culvert, as referenced to
the culvert of the culvert at its outlet.

V Mean velocity of flow at any depth in feet per second, fps. That is, Q divided by
cross-sectional area of flow A.
V¢ Mean velocity of flow at critical depth, in fps.

2 Velocity head, in ft.; kinetic energy of flow.

the inlet. The area, shape and edge detail of the inlet face affg ol
required. In inlet control, conditions of flow downstream and w ghpess, length and slope of
the culvert barrel do not affect the depth of headwater. ‘

' L types experimentally.

s are obtained by scaling up the
ests conducted for the Bureau of

The headwater-discharge curves of the culv
data from laboratory tests of model culverts, pri
Public Roads by the National Bureau of Stan

icular inlet type and inlet edge detail. A
series of sizes of culverts of that type m t control (solid line) curves of each chart.
These solid line curves apply only ol flow, although a headwater curve for outlet

control flow will correspond very
combination are selected to g}

A-3 Outlet Ca

Outlet control flow iS lvert operation with headwater controlled by conditions at the
culvert outlet. The de of flow at the outlet, either critical depth or tailwater depth, plus
velocity head, establis@&s the total head above the invert at the plane of the culvert outlet.
Headwater depth, meaS#tred above the invert at the entrance, includes the total head at the
outlet, resistance loss for flow in the barrel, and head loss at the entrance. In the calculation
procedure it is necessary to subtract the difference in elevations between the inlet and outlet
inverts in changing the measurement datum from the control section at the outlet to the inlet. In
this way, the headwater depths for inlet and outlet control operation are measured from a
common reference point at the inlet. Measurement of headwater from the same reference point
is essential to the construction of the capacity charts containing both inlet and outlet control
headwater curves.

The outlet control curves of the culvert capacity charts are based upon critical depth at the




outlet end of the culvert barrel. Any greater depth of flow in the culvert barrel, as might be
caused by depth of flow in the outlet channel, will result in an increase of total head at the outlet
and an increase of headwater depth.

To compute the outlet control curves of the capacity charts, a particular length of culvert was
selected, and a slope less than critical slope was assigned. The values used for various
culverts are given in detail in A-5 following. A discharge rate was selected, and critical depth
computed. Then the usual step method for non-uniform flow calculations was used to compute
the depth of flow throughout the length of the culvert. The depth at the inlet determines the
mean velocity at this point, and thus the velocity head. The head loss at the entrance is kg

V2/2g, where the entrance loss coefficient kg is obtained from Table 1 of HEC No. 5. Headwater

depth for each particular culvert and discharge rate is the sum of deptiR@Qd velocity head at the
inlet, plus entrance head loss. The fall of the barrel is taken into accous e backwater
calculations.

A greater rate of flow, a longer culvert, or a flatter slope can res
gawrel downstream

of barrel flowing full is
found by subtracting the length of free surface flow of th ater @giofile from the total length
of culvert. Above the free surface length, the hydraulic gr [ from its position at the
crown at a rate equal to the resistance slope ‘ fu s the invert slope. Therefore, at
invert by the amount

where S; is the friction slope in full flow ' ength of the backwater profile from outlet

depth to the point of full flow. Head is obtained by adding velocity head and
entrance loss to the height h, of t de line.

A pipe, or any culvert section@fth rchg#l soffit, will always involve some length of free
surface flow at the outlet, h ver s ay be at the higher rates of flow. This occurs
because critical d s alwa ss than the height of the barrel. Box culverts present a

Flat soffit cross-sec box culverts, result in critical depth reaching the top of the
box at a sufficient rat8®f discharge. The discharge rate for d. equal to D is within the common

range of use of box cugrts for highway drainage. Therefore, the culvert capacity chart
headwater curves for oMlet control involve cases where the culvert flows full at the outlet.

Where a box culvert flows full at the outlet, the flow tends to spread as it leaves the culvert, and
this results in a convex upward curvature of the surface as the flow turns downward. As a
result, the pressure of the flow on the floor is decreased, and it would follow that the hydraulic
grade line for flow in the barrel would pierce the plane of the outlet at some point below the top
of the barrel. Ample experimental evidence is available to confirm this conclusion. However,
highway culverts are normally used for a range of discharge rates, in proportion to size, that
just reaches into those producing the conditions discussed above. A substantial lowering of the
hydraulic grade line can occur only at discharge rates greater than can normally be permitted
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for highway culverts. In addition, the extent of lowering of the hydraulic grade line is reduced if
the channel width is only moderately greater than the culvert span, because the flow spreads to
a lesser degree.

For these reasons the chart headwater curves were computed on the basis of the hydraulic
grade line at the outlet of box culverts being at the top of the barrel for discharge rates giving
critical depth equal to or greater than box height. Headwater depth was calculated by the same
method used for all culverts with a partial length of full flow, except that the total length was
used to compute the rise of the hydraulic grade line.

A-4 Resistance Factors

In backwater profile calculations and in determining the friction slope
equation were used, with resistance factors appropriate for the culve
The available experimental data were used to determine the Maggnind

values of the following table were used to compute headwat f

, the Manning

)0 each case.
N material. The
et control flow:

Concrete box culverts n=0.012

Concrete pipe culverts ‘ . !
Standard (1/2") corrugated metal,
Unpaved, n varies with size:
Pipe Diam., in. 18 36 48 60 72 96
Pipe-Arch Span, in. 9 43 58 12 n n
n 0. 0.0245 0.0240 0.0237 0.0234 0.0231 0.0228
al,
5
6.1

n=0.012

Structural plate (2") corrugate
Unpaved, n varies with size;

Pipe Diam. ft.
Pipe-Arch span,
n

7 9 13 15
8.2 114 16.6 n
0.0328 0.0320 0.0314 0.0305 0.0302

The culvert capacity rts do not include curves for corrugated metal pipe or pipe-arch
culverts with paved inWgkts. The curves are used for paved invert culverts by reducing the

length of the culvert an®tsing the charts with L/100S, computed for the reduced length
(Section 4). This compensates for the smaller loss of head by resistance, because of a

smoother surface for a part of the perimeter. The value of n varies with depth of flow, and was
computed on the basis of n = 0.012 for the paved portion in making the trial computations to
determine the length reduction to be used.




A-5 Chart Curves

A wide range of conditions of culvert operation will be included in the band of headwater depths
between the inlet control curve for a particular size and kind of culvert and an outlet control
curve for a long culvert of the same size at a zero slope. Curves for culverts on a zero slope are
not shown because highway culverts 200 ft. or more in length are usually not built on a level
grade.

The lengths and slopes used in constructing the outlet control curves of the charts were
selected with the objective of obtaining a wide range of use of the charts, while avoiding chart
curves that are difficult to read. Difficulties in reading headwater will result if the outlet control
curve crosses the curves of the next smaller size. Therefore, the leng8@that could be used in
the charts, at the flatter slopes, were limited. However, the culvert lengiiSlised to construct the
chart outlet control curve does not limit use or the charts to culverts g icular length.

. Concrete Culverts. Charts for concrete box and co 4 glverts include the inlet
control curve for each size, and in most cases, an )
feet long on a 0.002 slope (0.2%) . Thisength and /100S, equal to 1,200,

and this appears in the charts. For exarﬁl art 1, Chart 4, Chart 11 and
Chart 13. For the larger sizes the length waSgcrease®o 300 feet, then 400 feet, and
finally the outlet control curve INCEQIL plotted close to the inlet control curve.

b. Standard Corrugated Metal Cu e chaWheadwater curves for standard corrugated
metal pipe and pipe-arch cu a modification of the system used for concrete
box and pipe culverts. The ce losses in the rough pipe increases the

ame size concrete pipe in outlet control at the

ulvert length used to construct curves must be

decreased, g eased, or both. Otherwise the outlet control curve for one size
will cross the e of the next smaller size.

The method u ' WiEr pipe was to plot the curves in two separate graphs.
pontains the inlet control curve and an outlet control curve for a
culvert of interm&@iate length. Lengths of 120, 150 and 180 feet were used for the
intermediate curv@® for such culverts, together with 0.8 or 0.6% slopes. The upper
graph repeats this outlet control curve, and adds another curve, beginning at a
length of 180 feet at 0.4% slope for small sizes, and increasing to 240 feet at 0.4%,
and finally to 300 feet at 0.3% for the largest sizes. For examples, refer to Chart 19,

Chart 20 and Chart 21.

The above arrangement of chart curves permits interpolation for intermediate sizes
between those represented by the curves. (See Section 4, Cases 4, 5 and 6.)
Because all sizes of standard corrugated metal pipe-arches (above the minimum
used) are included in the capacity charts, interpolation is not necessary. Therefore,




Charts 25 to 28 combine the inlet control curve and two outlet control curves for a

size in one graph. Separation of curves is obtained by combining sizes 1 and 3, 2
and 4, etc.

c. Structural Plate Culverts. The chart headwater curves for structural plate corrugated
metal pipe and pipe-arches are presented in a two-graph system as for the standard
circular C.M. pipe culverts. The resistance factors for structural plate (2" x 6" corrugation)
are still greater than for the standard 1/2-inch corrugation depth, as is shown above.
Therefore, it was found advisable to use a flow line slope of 0.010 (1.0%) for culverts
operating in outlet control. The intermediate curve, for outlet control, is based on lengths
of 120 feet, or 180 feet for larger sizes. The upper outlet control curve for each size is
computed for a length of 300 feet, or 400 feet for the larger siz

A-6 Interpolation for Headwater

The capacity charts may be applied to a wide range of site cq
using the culvert L and S, as an L/100S, value to read head

ccomplished by
terpolating between the

aly and a steeper invert
slope decreases headwater, the quotient L/100S, servesW i e relative headwater

depth for a given culvert size. ‘

Application of interpolation to the chart curves, a scrib Section 2C, requires that the

treated as an outlet control curve. This

ectYieadwater depth in inlet control,
because there is also a combination of le e which gives an outlet control
headwater curve generally coincidj inlet control curve over most of the discharge

range. Using this particular lengt ound by solution of simultaneous equations
for headwater, L/100S, was hown on each inlet control curve where an outlet
control curve is also shown erefore, the inlet control curve (solid line) is also an

ining headwater depth was discontinued where it was
found that length a ; e relatively insignificant factors. This was found to occur with
the larger size concr@@Culverts. At certain sizes, determined by check calculations, the charts
for concrete box and C@licrete pipe culverts contain only the inlet control curve for each size,
shown as a solid line (s@& Chart 5 or Chart 12). This is satisfactory for application to a wide
range of lengths and slopes because the culvert length giving an almost identical headwater
curve, at one particular slope, was always greater than 300 feet, and for most sizes the length
was greater than 400 feet.

The range of application of this single curve for a size was found by a series of trial calculations
that established the highest L/100S, value that could be shown on the chart curve and still be

used without significant error in reaching the chart. The criteria used was that the true
headwater curve for any long culvert in outlet control, with L/100S, equal to or less than the

chart value, would always be within 5 percent or less of the discharge shown by the chart curve



at equal headwater depth, within the limit that headwater does not exceed 2D. This limit of
twice the barrel height D, in feet, is shown in the charts by a dotted line in steps across the
curves for the various sizes. Therefore, the single curve may be used to determine headwater
depth, or capacity at a given headwater depth, with assurance that discharge capacity will not
be over-estimated by more than 5 percent at points below the dotted stepped line, provided of
course, that the culvert L/100S, does not exceed the chart value.

For culvert lengths no greater than were used to construct the charts, the accuracy of a
headwater determination made from a capacity chart will be good, particularly at all headwater
depths less than 2D, and within the limit that L/100S, does not exceed the value shown in the

chart. The effect of various lengths and slopes upon headwater depths examined further in

Go to Appendix B
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Accuracy of Chart Solutions

Go to Appendix C

B-1 General Considerations

The culvert capacity charts provide one of the several methods that are available for making
hydraulic calculations related to flow through highway culverts. The purpoge of all these methods is
to select a culvert of sufficient capacity to carry the design flood peak wit requiring a headwater
depth exceeding some limit fixed by site conditions. A culvert size is found (S#e satisfactory through
some procedure for calculating the depth of headwater required to dischg
number of trial solutions will give one or more culverts meeting the requi

No exact solution for a culvert design problem is possible, in view,g
must be estimated. The selection of an acceptable probability o ce Ora greater flood or an
average frequency, does not guarantee that the flood rate egti

certain, for example, that the flood of 50-year average recu : PN a certain stream was
300 cfs., and was not in fact 270 or 330 cfs. The difference i yaler depth would be minus or
plus one foot, or less, from that required for a di‘har

In routine application of any hydraulic design metho ing headwater depth, a finding of
headwater below the allowable limit woyld indj an eptable culvert, and headwater above the
limit would be cause for rejection of co vert size. However, it may be noted from
the example cited above that a culvert tha adwater one foot or less over the limit at
330 cfs would carry 300 cfs within the he difference of ten percent in capacity at
the design headwater limit is not ne ous factor, in view of the difficulties one faces in
estimating the magnitude of futur

the capacity charts wi red here from the standpoint of the reliability of a headwater
determination ma

The capacity charts
this determination the

rmine headwater depth for a given culvert and rate of flow. In
S, ratio for the particular culvert is used to interpolate between the chart

curves, and in some cd@gs to read headwater on a curve. There is no implication that L/100S,, in
itself, may be used to c late the depth of headwater. This ratio is useful only for application to
charts containing headwater curves plotted for a particular size of culvert of one type, including an
outlet control curve for a particular culvert length and slope. The L/100S, ratios must be given for the
chart curves. However, the L/100S, ratio is a logical indicator for headwater depth because greater

length increases headwater and greater slope decreases it, at least down to the slope limit for
beginning of inlet control operation. Interpolation for headwater depth between an inlet control curve
and an outlet control curve of a chart mesa that the inlet control curve is actually used as if it were an
outlet control case. This is satisfactory procedure, as was explained in Appendix A-6.

The accuracy of a headwater depth read from a culvert capacity chart on the bests of the L/100S,
ratio varies with the depth of headwater relative to the barrel height D. If inlet control is certain



because of the low L/100S, ratio, then headwater depth read on the inlet control curve is exact over
the entire range of headwater, provided, of course, that the chart applies to the culvert inlet type.
However, if L/100S, requires interpolation between chart curves because it exceeds the value given
on the inlet control curve of the chart, then the relative depth of headwater is a significant factor in
regard to accuracy of results.

The length of a culvert may vary over a wide range for any given L/100S, ratio. Culvert lengths
exceeding those used to construct the charts (Appendix A-5) are the principal factor causing errors in
headwater depth as read from a chart on the basis of L/100S,. Length of the culvert becomes a more
significant factor as headwater depth increases. For a given culvert, higher headwater depths are
caused by greater discharge rates, and larger rates of flow result in a greater rate of head loss from
resistance loss per foot of length. The unit rate of loss varies as the squaf@&f the discharge rate.
Therefore, culvert length will cause larger relative increases in headwater a ater discharge rates,
and thus at greater depths of headwater.

B-2 Effects of Relative Headwater Depths
The degree of reliability of a headwater depth determined fr, acity chart may be
placed in one of three general classifications. It should be u
determination can occur only with outlet control ow. he charts are used without requiring
any procedure for a fully reliable determination oPwhe trol section is at the inlet or the
outlet. The omission of such difficult procedures is ipal advantages of the culvert
capacity chart method.

Because many culvert length and slope ' t show beyond doubt that inlet control will
govern, the degree of reliability of headwat chart will, be considered as a general

problem applicable to all cases. Fro int, the reliability of a headwater depth read from a
chart on the basis of L/100S, can b gard to the relative depth of headwater as follow:

HW < 1.3D Good
up t

Good a

hen read above the chart curves by extrapolating
per curve L/100S,,.

acy, if L/100S, is within the chart limit.
ate considerably from the chart solution for certain lengths

HW13to2D
HW >2D

The accuracy of the caf§@city charts within the above ranges of headwater is discussed more fully in

the following paragraph

. HW lessthan 1.3 D. Headwater depths less than 1.3 D permit considerable latitude in use of the charts.
In plotting headwater curves with awide range of lengths and slopes, it was found that the curves were
closely spaced until headwater submerges the inlet. At greater headwaters, culverts longer and steeper
than used to construct the chart, were found to give headwater curves diverging from the chart curves. A
typical illustration is given in Figure 2, which shows headwater curves for 48-inch CMP culverts of

several different lengths and slopes.

Figure 2 shows that headwater curves for culverts of various lengths all follow an almost

identical pattern until headwater reaches some value in the range of 1.25 to nearly 1.5 D.
These are cases where the culvert slope is small so that outlet control occurs even at



small discharge rates. The limit for a restricted effect of length upon headwater has been
defined as 1.3 D for design purposes.

This 1.3 D value cannot be an exact headwater figure because it is affected by entrance
loss resistance factor, and length and slope of the culvert. However, 1.3 D serves well as
a depth marking the end of a headwater zone where length and slope have limited effect;
and therefore, the chart curves may be extrapolated to find HW for L/100S, values
beyond the maximum given in the chart if the actual HW is determined to be less than 1.3
D. Note the example given in Section 2C.

. HW 1.3 D to 2 D. For headwater depths in the range of 1.3 D to 2 D, the possible spread of headwater
curves for culverts of lengths other than were used to construct the charts rules out the use of headwaters
above those acquired from the L/100S, value shown on the higher chart cufle for each size. The cause
for headwater curves deviating from the pattern of the chart curves, and the 0&@ikee of deviation, may
best be explained by consideration of an example.

Except for the one case of a zero slope, the lengths and slopes fo er curves
shown on Figure 2 were selected to give L/100S, ratios of ejjiiae he values

on, the chart

curves are also shown in Figure 2 by heavy lines. The £hée trol curves
represent culverts 120 feet long at 0.4 percent slope a g at the same slope

It may be noted that there is a tendency fo‘he curves for culverts with
L/100S,, of 600 to group around the chart curg of value, and a similar

tendency for culverts with L/100S, of 300. A cl examirtation will show that headwater
curves of equal L/100S, go abov Is greater than for the chart curve,

and are displaced to the right if L is ple, the headwater curve for a culvert
120 ft. long and at 0.002 slope (

In applications to culve ans that the actual capacity of a culvert of given
L/100S, will bg greater t shown by the chart curve at a certain headwater level if the
actual head is to the right of the chart curve. Conversely, the actual
capacity is les the actual headwater curve would lie to the left of, or

The first conditiorf@iesults in a conservative, and therefore acceptable, choice of culvert
size. As may be sd@ in Figure 2, the under-estimation of capacity is negligible for
headwater depths less than 5 ft., and may be as large as 10 percent or more at 8 ft. of
headwater. For concrete culverts, where the outlet control curve of the chart, for a still
longer culvert, lies much closer to the inlet control curve, the degree of possible
under-estimation of capacity becomes much smaller.

Therefore, the design problems of concern will be those in which the actual headwater
curve lies above the chart curve. In Figure 2 it will be seen that this condition occurs for
headwater depths above 1.5 D. This is generally the condition that exists in all charts, but
identification of a particular minimum level is not required in application of the general
design procedure. A more essential need is to define an upper headwater level, below



which the possible error of over-estimation of capacity is sufficiently small as to be
acceptable.

It is obvious that the spread of outlet control headwater curves increases with discharge,
and thus with headwater depth. Therefore, a headwater limit, below which the errors will

be acceptably small, may be found by trial calculations for headwater curves for a variety
of culvert lengths, with slopes selected to keep L/100S, equal to or less than a chart

curve value.
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Figure 2

The above proced@e was applied to many of the sizes included in the culvert capacity
charts. A headwater limit of 2 D was selected because, at that headwater depth, it was
found that the over-estimation of discharge capacity would not exceed 5 or 6 percent if
the culvert L/100S, was no greater than that shown on the outlet control curve of the

chart.

Similar trial calculations established that the charts for culvert sizes shown only by a
single solid line curve, the inlet control curve, may be used with confidence for culverts
with L/100S,, within the chart limit and headwater below 2 D.

. HW greater than 2 D. Headwater depths greater than 2 D define a zone where certain culvert
lengths will give headwater-discharge curves deviating considerably from the pattern shown by




the capacity chart curves. As illustrated in Figure 2, the headwater curves for various culverts,
with L/100S, the same as for the culverts used to plot the chart curves, actually do depart

considerably from these chart curves in the range of headwater depths above twice the culvert
height. The actual headwater depth for a specific case may be either greater or less than would
be read from the chart by use of the general method based on L/100S,. The possibility of error

and its magnitude increase in relation to the difference between the culvert length and the
length used in construction of the charts.

The headwater curve for a 600-ft. long culvert at 0.02 slope (L/100S, = 300) in Figure 2

illustrates a condition encountered with longer culverts. That part of the curve below the
inlet control curve is shown as a lightweight dashed line to signify that it is not a valid
representation of headwater in this range.

The following will explain the factors involved in this example. Criticassi@@e for a culvert
barrel increases with increasing discharge rate. Therefore, a certai bLund to be
less than critical at the design discharge, may still be greater than @iti all or
intermediate discharge rates, so that on a rising flood hydrog g\Will begin
operating with inlet control. That is, the headwater depth , o line curve of
the capacity chart, as is shown for the 600-ft. culvert at 29 ' jgure 2. At a

headwater curve. Thisis a typlcal condition, and furtheR@&vide ¥ the necessity for
checking headwater determinations wher@l an 2 D. For a discharge of
116 cfs. critical depth in a 48 inch pipe is 3.3 nd the friction slope for flow
e barrel slope in this case.
Therefore the free surface flow C d|t| rol cannot be maintained at greater
discharge rates, with the result th

From Figure 2 it is evident that h depth Fead from the culvert capacity chart for a

eadwater will be less than read on the chart
curve for L/100S, of 30 er discharge rates the actual headwater depth

situations can B

headwater depth\ilfit is considered worthwhile.

The significant fact@ in all such cases is that a long culvert is involved. The chart curve
for 300 L/100S, is computed for L = 180 ft. and S, = 0.006, as explained in Appendix

A-5. The 600-ft. long culvert of the example far exceeds all lengths used in the chart,
where the usual length for the upper curve of L/100S, of 600 was 240 ft., and only 180 ft.

was used for the intermediate curve. Where long culverts are involved, as compared to
lengths used to construct the charts, the procedure of HEC No. 5 should be used.

In application of the capacity charts to culvert design, it is not normally necessary to use
the nomographs to check headwater depth for these long culverts, provided the indicated
headwater does not exceed 2 D. For the case considered above, the actual capacity of
the 48-inch corrugated metal culvert can be as much as 14% greater than read on the
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chart curve for 300 L/100S, at HW of 7.1 ft. Also, the maximum error in headwater, read
at 8 ft., would be 1.2 feet.

The above is admittedly an extreme case, but even so the next smaller culvert size
(42-in.) would be entirely unacceptable in most cases because of excessive headwater
depth. The fact that an alternate selection of a smaller size culvert cannot be made in the
situations where the capacity charts under-estimate the discharge capacity (or
over-estimate headwater) is a strong argument against being concerned with this type of
error in use of the charts. The problems of real concern are only those where headwater
depth read from the chart may be less than the real value. Such situations, with
significant degrees of error, occur only for headwater depths greater than 2D.

ater from a culvert
be below 2 D,

In order to obtain satisfactory accuracy in the determination of head
capacity chart, the instructions specify (Section 3) that headwater sho®

otherwise the headwater should always be checked by use of HECAWO. 5%
that this check also be made for cases involving culvert sizes sho inlet
control curve. The L/100S, ratio share on these curves is suffici
possible long lengths which can result in errors in the ran
exceeding twice the culvert opening height.

B-3 Culverts on Level Grade S

The instructions for use of the charts provide for sel rt size if the culvert invert is on a
zero slope, so that L/100S, cannot be p ' includes the headwater curve for a culvert

culations It will be noted that a zero
slope has no marked effect upon headwat elatively short culvert (L/D equals 22.5),

Instructions for use of the charts (S@&ti se’/) can be testing for the culvert included in Figure
Sy is 225 and L x S, equals 0.36 ft. Headwater

obtained by interpolation fro addition of the fictitious fall of the invert is compared to a
precise calculatio

Chart HW
Q HW + 0.36' Actual HW
50 3.94 3.84
80 5.44 5.46
110 7.72 7.72

Go to Appendix C
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The Culvert Capacity Charts are arranged in groups applying to each culvert material and
shape. Two sets of charts are included, one for each of two entrance types used with that kind

of culvert. The following charts are included.

Charts Culvert Type Entrance Size Range
lto5 Concrete Box Headwall ectangles 1.5 to 6 ft. high
6 to 10 Concrete Box Wingwall Square 1.5to 12 ft.
11,12 Concrete Pipe, Circular Square-Edged 180 inch Diameter
13, 14 Concrete Pipe, Circular Groove-Edged
15 Concrete Pipe, Oval, long Square-Edg 23" x 14"
axis horizontal to 91" x 58"
16 Same
17 Concrete Pipe, Oval, long 14" x 23"
axis vertical to 53" x 83"
18 Same ’
19to 21 Standard (1/2") C.M. Pipe 18 to 120 inch Diameter

22to 24 Standard (1/2") C.M. Pipe

25, 26 Std. (1/2") C. rojecting 25" x 16"
to 72" x 44"
27, 28 Headwall
29, 30 Projecting 60 to 180 inch Diameter
31, 32 Headwall
33, 34 Projecting 6.1' Span by 4.6' High, to
ipe-Arch*
35, 36 ame Headwall 16.6' Span by 10.1' High
*18-inch ca gse Charts do not include the 31-inch corner radius Pipe-Arches.

Go to Table of Conte
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Since hydraulic capacity is one of the most important factors in the design of a highway culvert,
simple methods for making this determination are needed. This circular contains a series of
hydraulic capacity charts which permit the direct selection of a culvert size for a particular site
without making detailed computations.

gineering Circular No.
er by providing a
AaNSWers in

The charts in this circular do not replace the nomographs of Hydraulic®
5 (HEC No. 5). The procedures given in the two circulars supplemen
solution for most designs likely to be encountered. Both circulars giv

HEC No. 5 must be used.

The designer, after becoming familiar with th discover that these

direct-reading charts have advantages over th procedure used in HEC No. 5.
For instance, the capacity of the various types a verts in common use can be
compared rapidly and the charts provide a ac te solution for low headwater depths
etimes the chart answer must be

modified if a special culvert is used or a condition is encountered, but for the

A list of the culvert capacity chart [ r easy reference. All symbols, notations, and
descriptive terms used are th ' C No. 5 and the appendix contains a discussion
of the hydraulic computatio d in compiling the culvert capacity charts.

In addition to the @ d instructions for their use, this circular includes a brief
discussion of other iderations to emphasize that culvert capacity is only one of the
many problems con ngineer in the design of a culvert.
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