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Bicycle Boulevards / Walk-Bike Streets

NTPP Pilot Communities: Example Facility Design

Minneapolis — Bike/Walk Twin Cities Raised median prevents
Columbia — GetAbout Columbia motor vehicle traffic from
cutting through

Also known as “bicycle boulevards,” “walk-bike” streets are typically
residential streets where pedestrians and bicyclists are given priority \pallo L)
over motorists. These streets provide a quiet, safe, and attractive
route for bicyclists and pedestrians — especially bicyclists who do not —\
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feel comfortable traveling on high-traffic streets. Median opening allows
" bicyclists to cross

. ) . . . ) M arterial
Bicycle Boulevards/Walk-Bike Streets typically divert vehicular traffic |
to other, larger roads in the immediate area to ensure the bike/walk E 3
priority. These streets may have special signs and symbols that Traffic circle acts as
o o . L o traffic calming device
indicate them as priority walking and bicycling streets. [

Bicycle Boulevards/Walk-Bike Streets are most successful in areas

with a grid-like or otherwise comprehensive roadway network where N /

a parallel alternate route or routes can accommodate bicyclists and

pedestrians choosing not to travel on the busier main route.

Residents are usually in favor of them because of reduced and slower

vehicle traffic.

NTPP pilot communities have designated and funded approximately q
TR

40 miles of Bicycle Boulevards/Walk-Bike Streets on local roadways.
These facilities make connections to important destinations such as
universities, connect multiple trail systems, and make inter-city
connections, all of which serve to further extend the non-motorized
network.

Turning stop signs Lo
favor through movements
on bike blvd.

Features of NTPP Bicycle Boulevards/Walk-Bike Streets may include:
e Trees and landscaping amenities ?’.'C.“ft
e Traffic diverters activates

e Directional route symbols ?ﬁsntfl:gubﬂun ﬂ;ﬂ,‘ffﬁ;ﬁf,‘fﬁﬁ'}a‘}}?ﬁ'b”
e Reduced speed limits and restrictions on passing bicyclists from entering bike blvd.
e Signage to favor through movements for bicyclists
e Enhanced bicycle and pedestrian crossings at busy streets =

with pedestrian “Safe haven” medians =1
e Special bicycle lane striping on residential streets g‘\‘

. . . . Source: O Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, O Department
Other cities that have installed Bicycle Boulevards/Walk-Bike Streets ource: Dregon Bicyc’e and Fedestrian Flan, Lregon Departmen
of Transportation, 1995.

include Portland, OR, and Berkeley, CA. http://www.tfhrc.gov/safety/pedbike/pubs/05085/chapt14.htm
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Section 1807 of the Safe, Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users established the Nonmotorized Transportation Pilot Program
(NTPP) in August 2005. Over the span of four years (2007-2010), the legislation authorizes $25 million for each of the NTPP’s four pilot communities to construct and
invest in nonmotorized transportation infrastructure and programs. The purpose of the NTPP is “to demonstrate the extent to which bicycling and walking can carry
a significant part of the transportation load, and represent a major portion of the transportation solution, within selected communities.”

* This research has been funded by the Federal Highway Administration’s Office of Planning, Environment and Realty’s Surface Transportation Environment and
Planning Cooperative Research Program (STEP).
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For more information, contact:

Ted Curtis at GetAbout Columbia
ctcurtis@gocolumbiamo.com
http://www.getaboutcolumbia.com/

Tony Hull at Bike Walk Twin Cities
tonyh@tlcminnesota.org
http://www.bikewalktwincities.org/

For more information about these programs in
other communities:

e Bicycle Boulevards in Berkeley, CA
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/ContentDi
splay.aspx?id=6650

e BTA Bicycle Boulevards Toolkit:
http://btadbikes.org/at work/bikeboul
evards.php

e The Pedestrian and Bicycle Information
Center:
http://www.bicyclinginfo.org/library/de
tails.cfm?id=4155

Bike boulevard signage in Berkeley, CA.
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