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Announcements and Recent Events 

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Completes Designations for 2015 Ozone 

NAAQS 

In November 2017 EPA published a final rule designating about 85 percent of the country as 

attainment/unclassifiable for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). This 

summer EPA completed 2015 ozone designations for the remainder of the country with a final rule in 

June for most of the remaining areas and a final rule in July for eight counties in the San Antonio, Texas 

metropolitan area.  Initial transportation conformity determinations are due one year from the effective 

date of the nonattainment designations, which is August 3, 2019 for most areas and September 24, 2019 

for the San Antonio area. EPA also released updated Transportation Conformity Guidance for 2015 

Ozone NAAQS Nonattainment Areas. Finally, information on the areas designated nonattainment for the 

2015 Ozone NAAQS is now available on the EPA Green Book. 

FHWA Invites Nominations for the 2019 Environmental Excellence Awards 

The Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) biennial Environmental Excellence Awards (EEA) 

recognize outstanding transportation projects, processes, and partners that use FHWA funding sources to 

go beyond “business as usual” to achieve environmental excellence. Applications will be accepted from 

August 1 to September 28, 2018.  

The 2019 EEA Program represents a joint effort among three the FHWA Office of Project Development 

and Environmental Review, Office of Natural Environment, and Office of Human Environment. Awards 

recognize achievement across a range of categories, such as air quality and noise, adaptation and 

resilience, accelerating project delivery, applied environmental research, and environmental education 

and training programs (see a full list of categories in the application). 

For more information on the application process or to learn more about the EEA Program and past 

recipients, please visit the FHWA EEA website. For questions about the EEA Program, please contact: 

EEAwardsNomination@dot.gov. 

Air Quality and Sustainable 

Transportation Highlights 

Prepared by the Office of Natural Environment 

Federal Highway Administration 

July/August 2018 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-11-16/pdf/2017-24640.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2018-06-04/pdf/2018-11838.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2018-06-04/pdf/2018-11838.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-07-25/pdf/2018-15919.pdf
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100UN3X.pdfhttps://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100UN3X.pdf
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100UN3X.pdfhttps://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100UN3X.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/green-book
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/EEAwards/
https://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/EEAwards/
mailto:EEAwardsNomination@dot.gov
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Minnesota DOT Hosts First Regional Alternative Fuel Corridor Convening for Midwest 

Region 

The Midwest Alternative Fuel Corridor Convening was the first in a series of regional convenings 

sponsored by FHWA. It was hosted by the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) in St. Paul 

on June 12, 2018. A total of 52 stakeholders participated, including five remote participants. The 

convening focused on addressing the barriers and opportunities to expanding the network of alternative 

fuel corridors in the Midwest. A planning committee comprised of alternative fuel stakeholders in the 

region was formed to help shape the agenda for the convening. 

An agenda and summary report from the convening, presentation materials, and fact sheets are all 

available via the Alternative Fuel Toolkit Website. 

Two Recent FHWA Introductory Webinars on Transportation Conformity and MOVES 

Available for Review 

In light of recent technical assistance requests from State DOTs and MPOs, the FHWA Office of Natural 

Environment and the FHWA Resource Center offered basic transportation conformity overview and basic 

MOVES emissions model training in the form of two live webinars on June 12 and June 18, 2018. The 

webinar recordings are now available for review.  

The target audience for these webinars are FHWA staff and State and local transportation partners (MPOs 

and State DOTs) who are either new to or would like a refresher training on the conformity process. 

Please also note that additional transportation conformity training is available on-demand from FHWA’s 

conformity training website (under “Web-based Training”). For questions, please contact David Kall, 

FHWA Office of Natural Environment, via e-mail (david.kall@dot.gov) or phone (202-366-6276). 

FHWA Report Highlights Pilot Project to Assess Flood Protection Techniques in 

Delaware 

A new FHWA report, Coastal Green Infrastructure to Enhance Resilience of State Route 1, Delaware, 

documents a pilot project sponsored by FHWA and the Delaware Department of Transportation 

(DelDOT) to assess the potential for green infrastructure techniques to protect sections of Delaware State 

Route 1. DelDOT analyzed the flood vulnerability of State Route 1 between Rehoboth Beach and 

Fenwick Island and developed conceptual designs for nature-based protection, including marsh 

restoration and oyster reefs, at two sites. This report is one of five pilot projects FHWA sponsored to 

assess the potential for natural infrastructure to protect specific locations along coastal roads and bridges. 

More information on this ongoing research is available on FHWA’s Nature-Based Solutions to Coastal 

Resilience webpage. 

FHWA Report Documents USACE Pilot Project to Assess Coastal Flooding Mitigation in 

New Jersey 

A recent FHWA report, Quantification of Flood Event Forcing and the Impact of Natural Wetland, 

highlights the findings of a recent pilot study to explore coastal flooding solutions for reducing coastal 

flooding of Great Bay Boulevard in Ocean County, New Jersey. US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

analyzed thin layer placement of sediment to raise the marsh platform elevation in vulnerable locations 

along the road. USACE also analyzed a combination of oyster beds and native plants at the marsh edge to 

reduce wave energy. This report is one of five pilot projects FHWA sponsored to assess the potential for 

http://altfueltoolkit.org/midwest-alternative-fuel-corridor-convening/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/conformity/training/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/conformity/training/
mailto:david.kall@dot.gov
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/delaware/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/new_jersey/
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natural infrastructure to protect specific locations along coastal roads and bridges. More information on 

this ongoing research is available on FHWA’s Nature-Based Solutions to Coastal Resilience webpage. 

FHWA Publishes Report Summarizing Peer Exchange on Nature-based Solutions for 

Coastal Highways 

In Spring 2018, FHWA hosted four regional peer exchanges to inform the development of an 

implementation guide and to facilitate information exchange between transportation practitioners and 

coastal engineers and ecologists on nature-based solutions to protect roads from coastal flooding. The 

recently-released Peer Exchange Summary Report – Nature-Based Solutions for Coastal Highway 

Resilience provides a synthesis of the discussion, including project examples, successful approaches, and 

challenges in planning, permitting, design, and maintenance. More information about the FHWA coastal 

roads and bridges project, of which these peer exchanges were a part, is available on the project site. 

AASHTO Report Highlights Lessons Learned from Extreme Weather Events 

A new AASHTO report, Resiliency Case Studies: State DOT Lessons Learned (pdf), presents the results 

of an examination of recent extreme weather events that have impacted state Departments of 

Transportation (DOTs) and describes how the state DOTs responded to the challenges associated with the 

events. The project study team, consisting of American Association of State Highway and Transportation 

Officials (AASHTO) and WSP staff, interviewed representatives from eight State DOTs to obtain the 

lessons learned from each event. 

The individual state case study findings are compared with each other and cross-cutting (overlapping or 

similar), lessons learned are identified. The goal of this report is to disseminate the State DOT lessons 

learned from the most impactful extreme weather events of the last six years and identify how State DOTs 

can become more resilient in anticipating and responding to future events, especially given the realities of 

a changing climate and the potential for changing storm patterns. 

 

Meetings, Conferences, and Workshops 

Transportation Resilience Innovations Summit and Exchange (RISE), October 9-10, 2018, 

Denver, CO  

Transportation RISE will bring together State DOTs, senior leaders, practitioners, consultants, academics 

and more to share state-of-the-practice information about how to consider transportation system resilience 

practices in decision making. FHWA’s Acting Administrator, Brandye Hendrickson, will serve as the 

Keynote Speaker for the Summit. Highlights include presentations and participation by leading 

practitioners in transportation system resilience, interaction with top leadership from State DOTs, and 

international examples from Australia, Canada, Germany and The Netherlands. Visit the RISE 

Conference Website for registration details and access to the full program. 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/coastal_highways/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/coastal_highways/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/coastal_roads_and_bridges/
https://environment.transportation.org/pdf/rsts/aashto_resiliency%20_case_studies.pdf
http://www.transportationrisesummit.com/
http://www.transportationrisesummit.com/
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Training Opportunities 

Introduction to Transportation Conformity: In-Person Trainings 

The National Transit Institute (NTI) is offering in-person training opportunities covering its “Introduction 

to Transportation Conformity” course. This 2.5 day course will present basic information about 

conformity requirements and the relationship of the transportation and air quality planning processes in 

order to prepare agency staff (federal, state and local) to participate in interagency consultation and work 

effectively in resolving conformity issues. For more information and to register, please visit the NTI 

registration website. 

CMAQ 101 Training 

The FHWA posted a 27-minute YouTube video on the CMAQ program. The video provides a basic 

introduction to the program, how CMAQ funds are distributed to states, and the types of projects eligible 

for the CMAQ program. The training is available via the FHWA’s YouTube channel. For more 

information about the CMAQ program, please contact Mark Glaze at mark.glaze@dot.gov or (202) 366-

4053. 

FHWA NEPA Air Quality Analysis for Highway Projects 

The FHWA Resource Center Planning and Air Quality team will be conducting a series of training 

sessions on NEPA Air Quality Analysis for Highway Projects. The training includes sessions on project-

level applications appropriate for managers and practitioners, as well as hands-on sessions intended for 

modelers. Please note this is not a general MOVES training course, but is focused on project-level 

applications. It is not intended to address regional applications, such as SIP emissions inventories or 

regional (plan and TIP) conformity analyses. If you are interested in this training, please contact Michael 

Claggett at michael.claggett@dot.gov.  

MySQL Training for MOVES Model Users 

Two training opportunities are available for MOVES model users. A three-hour webinar provides an 

introduction to MySQL Query Browser and MOVES interface. A six-hour training over two days will 

enable users to do MySQL programming and to write their own MySQL scripts and to manipulate 

MySQL databases including MOVES input and outputs. For more information or to schedule training, 

please contact Michael Claggett at michael.claggett@dot.gov. 

Air Quality Planning Web Course Available at No Cost 

The National Highway Institute (NHI) Air Quality Planning web-based training series is designed for 

transportation practitioners. It includes four modules: Clean Air Act Overview (FHWA-NHI-142068), 

State Implementation Plan (SIP) and Transportation Control Measure (TCM) Requirements and Policies 

(FHWA-NHI-142069), SIP Development Process (FHWA-NHI-142070), and Transportation Conformity 

(FHWA-NHI-142071). All courses are free. For more information, visit the NHI website and search “Air 

Quality Planning,” or look for the specific course number. Please contact Karen Perritt at (202) 366-9066, 

or Karen.Perritt@dot.gov with any questions or comments. 

FHWA Resource Center Training Activities 

FHWA’s Resource Center Air Quality Technical Services Team is available to offer MOVES and other 

trainings. More information is available at the Resource Center website.  

http://www.ntionline.com/introduction-to-transportation-conformity/
http://www.ntionline.com/introduction-to-transportation-conformity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKXcs0WtNHA&feature=youtu.be.
mailto:mark.glaze@dot.gov
mailto:michael.claggett@dot.gov
mailto:michael.claggett@dot.gov
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/
mailto:karen.perritt@dot.gov
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter/teams/airquality/courses.cfm
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Reminders 

• Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) Emission 

Reductions Calculator. The FHWA is continuing to develop a series of tools to provide 

technical support for the implementation of the CMAQ Program. This CMAQ Emission 

Reductions Calculator is offered as an additional resource to assist DOTs, MPOs, and project 

sponsors in the project justification process. All modules are available on the FHWA CMAQ 

Emissions Calculator Toolkit webpage. For more information, please contact Mark Glaze 

(Mark.Glaze@dot.gov or 202-366-4053). 

• Repeal of Greenhouse Gas Performance Management Measure. On May 22, 2018, the 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) signed a final rule repealing the performance 

management measure in 23 CFR 490.507(b) that assessed the percent change in tailpipe carbon 

dioxide (CO2) emissions, from the reference year 2017, on the National Highway System (NHS) 

(also referred to as the Greenhouse Gas (GHG) measure). The official record of the final rule is 

published in the Federal Register (Docket No. FHWA–2017–0025), and the text of the published 

rule is available in two formats: text and PDF. 

• Computation Procedures for Travel Time and Non-SOV Performance Measures. FHWA has 

developed an internal document, FHWA Computation Procedure for Travel Time Based and 

Percent Non-Single Occupancy Vehicle (non-SOV) Travel Performance Measures (May 2018), to 

ensure consistency in the determination of significant progress for the National Highway 

Performance Program and the National Highway Freight Program (see 23 CFR 490.109). FHWA 

is making this document public to provide transparency in its calculations and to give State 

DOTs a frame of reference when establishing their targets. 

• 1997 Ozone NAAQS: South Coast Air Quality Management District v. USEPA Decision. On 

February 16, 2018, the D.C. Circuit issued a decision in South Coast Air Quality Management 

District v. EPA. The decision covers many topics including the revocation of the 1997 ozone 

NAAQS and associated conformity requirements. Please contact Cecilia Ho at 202-366-9862 or 

cecilia.ho@dot.gov.  

• INVEST Version 1.3. FHWA released INVEST Version 1.3 on April 22, 2018. FHWA’s INVEST 

(Infrastructure Voluntary Evaluation Sustainability Tool) is a practical, web-based collection of 

voluntary best practices and criteria designed to help transportation agencies integrate 

sustainable practices into their projects, plans, and programs. To see what changed, view the 

Version 1.3 Summary of Revisions page. 

• Green Infrastructure Techniques to Protect the Henderson Point Connector (US HWY 90). 

The storm surge and waves generated by Hurricane Katrina caused a number of coastal bridge 

and roadway failures, including the Henderson Point connector that carries US HWY 90 over 

railroad tracks and a small tidal creek. This green infrastructure pilot project seeks to develop a 

solution that addresses this vulnerability while increasing the resilience of the built and natural 

systems. 

• Renewable Energy in Highway Rights of Way Peer Exchange Summaries. FHWA has 

released two new summaries of FHWA Peer Exchanges discussing issues related to and 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/toolkit/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/toolkit/
mailto:Mark.Glaze@dot.gov
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FHWA-2017-0025
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-05-31/html/2018-11652.htm
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-05-31/pdf/2018-11652.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE1Ljg5Nzg4NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNS44OTc4ODcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTc1NTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/guidance/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE1Ljg5Nzg4NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNS44OTc4ODcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTc1NTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/guidance/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE1Ljg5Nzg4NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNS44OTc4ODcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTc1NTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=ce8d3514e91bd0d2111ef0172ffcf5bf&mc=true&n=pt23.1.490&r=PART&ty=HTML#se23.1.490_1109
https://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/internet/opinions.nsf/217B6778AE3EC89C8525823600532AE0/$file/15-1115-1718293.pdf
https://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/internet/opinions.nsf/217B6778AE3EC89C8525823600532AE0/$file/15-1115-1718293.pdf
mailto:cecilia.ho@dot.gov
http://www.sustainablehighways.org/2478/version-13.html
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/mississippi/
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approaches for accommodating renewable energy technologies in highway rights-of-way 

(ROWs) and other State DOT property: Salt Lake City, UT, held March 13-14, 2018; and St. Louis, 

MO, held February 27-28, 2018.  

• FHWA Vulnerability Assessment and Adaptation Framework. FHWA has now posted an 

easily downloadable pdf version of the Vulnerability Assessment and Adaptation Framework, 

3rd Edition. The Framework is a manual to help transportation agencies assess and address 

vulnerability of transportation infrastructure and systems to extreme weather and climate 

effects. 

  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/energy/workshops_and_peer_exchanges/utah/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/energy/publications/stlouis/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/energy/publications/stlouis/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/adaptation_framework/climate_adaptation.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/adaptation_framework/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/adaptation_framework/
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Contacts 

FHWA Headquarters Air Quality and Transportation Conformity Team 

• Cecilia Ho, Cecilia.Ho@dot.gov (202) 366-9862, Team Leader 

• Mark Glaze, Mark.Glaze@dot.gov (202) 366-4053 

• David Kall, David.Kall@dot.gov (202) 366-6276  

• Victoria Martinez, Victoria.Martinez@dot.gov (787) 771-2524 

• Karen Perritt, Karen.Perritt@dot.gov (202) 366-9066 

 

FHWA Headquarters Sustainable Transportation and Resilience Team 

• Mike Culp, Michael.Culp@dot.gov, (202) 366-9229, Team Leader 

• John Davies, JohnG.Davies@dot.gov, (202) 366-6039 

• Connie Hill Galloway, Connie.Hill@dot.gov, (804) 775-3378 

• Tina Hodges, Tina.Hodges@dot.gov, (202) 366-4287 

• Heather Holsinger, Heather.Holsinger@dot.gov, (202) 366-6263 

• Rob Hyman, Robert.Hyman@dot.gov, (202) 366-5843 

• Rob Kafalenos, Robert.Kafalenos@dot.gov, (202) 366-2079 

• Becky Lupes, Rebecca.Lupes@dot.gov, (202) 366-7808 

• Diane Turchetta, Diane.Turchetta@dot.gov, (202) 493-0158 

 

FHWA Resource Center Air Quality Team 

• Michael Claggett, michael.claggett@dot.gov, (505) 820-2047, Team Leader 

• Kevin Black, kevin.black@dot.gov, (410) 962-2177 

• Jeff Houk, jeff.houk@dot.gov, (720) 963-3203 

• Michael Roberts, michael.roberts@dot.gov, (404) 562-3928 

 

 

 

 

Past issues of the Air Quality and Sustainability Highlights are available on FHWA’s website: 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/conformity/highlights/ or 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/newsletter/.  

 

Please e-mail Victoria.Martinez@dot.gov with any suggestions for future issues. 
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mailto:Mark.Glaze@dot.gov
mailto:david.kall@dot.gov
mailto:Victoria.Martinez@dot.gov
mailto:Karen.Perritt@dot.gov
mailto:Michael.Culp@dot.gov
mailto:JohnG.Davies@dot.gov
mailto:Connie.Hill@dot.gov
mailto:Tina.Hodges@dot.gov
mailto:Heather.Holsinger@dot.gov
mailto:Robert.Hyman@dot.gov
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mailto:Rebecca.Lupes@dot.gov
mailto:Diane.Turchetta@dot.gov
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter/teams/airquality/index.cfm
mailto:michael.claggett@dot.gov
mailto:kevin.black@dot.gov
mailto:jeff.houk@dot.gov
mailto:michael.roberts@dot.gov
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/conformity/highlights/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/newsletter/
mailto:Victoria.Martinez@dot.gov

