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Announcements and Recent Events 

FHWA Updates Interim Guidance for the 1997 Ozone NAAQS 

On September 14, 2018, the D.C. Circuit Court issued an Order staying its decision with respect to 

transportation conformity in South Coast Air Quality Management District v. EPA until February 16, 

2019. In this decision, the Court required that “orphan areas” are subject to transportation conformity for 

the revoked 1997 ozone standard. Based on the Court’s recent Order, FHWA issued an updated Interim 

Guidance on Conformity Requirements for the 1997 Ozone NAAQS on October 1, 2018. 

The Office of Planning, Environment and Realty, along with the Resource Center, will continue to 

provide technical assistance to any areas that need help in complying with the Court’s decision.  

FHWA Holds Second Alternative Fuel Corridor Convening 

FHWA held the second in a series of Alternative Fuel Corridor Convening’s on September 25, 2018 in 

Charleston, SC. A total of 35 stakeholders participated, including state environmental, energy and 

transportation offices along with representatives of private industry. The convening focused on addressing 

the barriers and opportunities to expanding the network of alternative fuel corridors in the Southeast. A 

planning committee comprised of alternative fuel stakeholders in the region was formed to help shape the 

agenda for the convening. 

Informational materials from the convening including an agenda, summary report, presentation materials, 

and fact sheets will be available soon via the Alternative Fuel Toolkit website, which is linked from 

FHWA’s Alternative Fuel Corridors website. 

Request for Nominations for Alternative Fuel Corridor Designation Now Available 

The 2018 Request for Nominations to designate alternative fuel corridors was released on Friday, October 

5. This is the third call for nominations under the FAST Act requirement. Rounds 1 and 2 have resulted in 

a total of 58 nominations, covering segments of 84 Interstates and 44 state roads/ highways spanning 43 

States plus the District of Columbia. Nominations are due by the end of January 2019 and designations 

will be made in spring 2019. 
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FHWA Report Highlights Coastal Highway Resilience Techniques in Two Northeast 

States 

A new report documents a pilot project sponsored by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the 

Maine Department of Transportation, and the New Hampshire Department of Transportation to assess the 

potential for green infrastructure techniques to protect sections of Route 209 in Phippsburg, ME and 

Route 1B in Portsmouth, NH. The Maine and New Hampshire Departments of Transportation studied the 

potential for green infrastructure techniques to protect Route 209 in Phippsburg, ME and Route 1B in 

Portsmouth, NH from coastal flooding. Maine results show it is possible to extend the time before a 

conventional gray infrastructure solution (sheet pile wall or riprap) becomes necessary to protect Route 

209. In New Hampshire, results show that intermediate-low levels of sea level rise may cause the existing 

causeway to be inundated only once in 2060 and twice in 2065. However, if sea level rise follows an 

intermediate-high trajectory, the causeway may be inundated 188 times in 2060 and 338 times in 2065.  

The report is one of five pilot projects FHWA sponsored to assess the potential for natural infrastructure 

to protect coastal roads and bridges. More information on this ongoing research is available on FHWA’s 

Nature-Based Solutions to Coastal Resilience webpage. 

MotorWeek Segment Focuses on FHWA’s Alternative Fuels Corridor Program 

MotorWeek, an automotive series produced by Maryland Public Television, ran a segment on FHWA’s 

Alternative Fuels Corridor Program that began October 12, 2018 (episode 3806). MotorWeek aired on 

92% of PBS stations nationwide, and was also on cable's Velocity and V-me Spanish-language network. 

Making Connections: Safe, Multimodal, Community Considerations in Corridor Planning 

Framework Technical Assistance  

The FHWA selected six communities: the Caltrans and the San Luis Obispo Council of Governments, 

California, the Frontier Metropolitan Planning Organization, Fort Smith, Arkansas, the McLean County 

Regional Planning Commission, Normal, Illinois, the Prince George’s  County Department of Public 

Works, Maryland, the Summit County Department of Regional Transportation Planning, Utah, and the 

Texas Department of Transportation, Houston, to receive technical assistance for the local transportation 

agency to use the data-driven and performance-based decision-making Framework for Better Integrating 

Health into Transportation Corridor Planning (Framework) to incorporate multimodal access, improve 

health outcomes, and enhance community considerations into corridor planning. In addition to the in-

person technical assistance, we are offering a two-part virtual technical assistance webinar series that will 

describe the Framework and how it can be used in corridor planning, introduce corridor studies where the 

it has been used successfully and provide a forum for practitioner discussion and information exchange. 

Registration available by clicking on the Part(s) you want to attend. 

Part 1, Getting Started. Wednesday, November 28 at 1:00 – 2:30pm (Eastern) 

Part 2, Setting Goals. Tuesday, December 11 at 1:00 – 2:30pm (Eastern) 

Please contact Victoria Martinez, victoria.martinez@dot.gov, (787) 771-2524, with any questions. 

U.S. EPA Releases MOVES2014b Mobile Source Emissions Model 

EPA released MOVES2014b on August 28, 2018 to improve estimates of emissions from nonroad mobile 

sources. MOVES2014b does not significantly change the onroad criteria pollutant emissions results of 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/northeastern/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/index.cfm
http://www.motorweek.org/about/upcoming_and_past_shows/episode-episode-3806
http://www.vmetv.com/buscar/?_q=motorweek
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/health_in_transportation/planning_framework/the_framework/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/health_in_transportation/planning_framework/the_framework/index.cfm
https://events-na12.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1300654484/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_registration.html?sco-id=2107599986&_charset_=utf-8
https://events-na12.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1300654484/en/events/event/shared/default_template_simple/event_registration.html?sco-id=2107722769&_charset_=utf-8
mailto:victoria.martinez@dot.gov
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MOVES2014 and is not considered a new model for State Implementation Plan (SIP) and transportation 

conformity purposes.   

The MOVES web page, www.epa.gov/moves/latest-version-motor-vehicle-emission-simulator-moves, 

has been updated with a detailed “Question and Answer” document, updated technical guidance, 

installation instructions, and an update to the MOVES2014 User Interface Reference Manual. EPA plans 

to announce a public webinar about MOVES2014b soon. 

Practitioners Convene at Transportation Resilience Innovations Summit and Exchange 

(RISE) 

Transportation RISE held October 9-10 Denver, CO, brought together State DOTs, senior leaders, 

practitioners, consultants, academics and more to share state-of-the-practice information about how to 

consider transportation system resilience practices in decision making. FHWA’s Acting Administrator, 

Brandye Hendrickson, served as the Keynote Speaker for the Summit. Highlights included presentations 

and participation by leading practitioners in transportation system resilience, interaction with top 

leadership from State DOTs, and international examples from Australia, Canada, Germany and The 

Netherlands. Visit the RISE Conference Website for details and access to the full program. 

 

Meetings, Conferences, and Workshops 

Registration Open for 2019 Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting 

The 98th Transportation Research Board Annual Meeting will be held at the Walter E. Washington 

Convention Center in Washington, D.C. January 13-17, 2019.  The spotlight theme for the 

Annual Meeting is Transportation for a Smart, Sustainable, and Equitable Future. Conference 

registration opened in early September. Please visit the 2019 TRB Conference webpage for more 

information.  

Transportation, Air Quality and Health Symposium, February 18-20, 2019, Austin, TX 

The Center for Advancing Research in Transportation Emissions, Energy and Health (CARTEEH) is 

hosting the symposium to bring together transportation and health professionals to discuss research, 

policy and emerging issues related to transportation emissions, energy, air quality, exposures, and human 

health. Visit the CARTEEH 2019 Symposium Website for registration, abstract submission and other 

details. 

Training Opportunities 

Introduction to Transportation Conformity: In-Person Trainings 

The National Transit Institute (NTI) is offering in-person training opportunities covering its “Introduction 

to Transportation Conformity” course. This 2.5 day course will present basic information about 

conformity requirements and the relationship of the transportation and air quality planning processes in 

order to prepare agency staff (federal, state and local) to participate in interagency consultation and work 

effectively in resolving conformity issues. Upcoming deliveries include December 2018 in Cleveland, 

http://www.epa.gov/moves/latest-version-motor-vehicle-emission-simulator-moves
http://www.transportationrisesummit.com/
http://www.trb.org/AnnualMeeting/Registration.aspx
https://events.tti.tamu.edu/conference/2019-carteeh-symposium/
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OH; January 2019 in Lansing, MI; February 2019 in St. Louis, MO; and March 2019 in Oakland, CA.  

For more information and to register, please visit the NTI registration website. 

CMAQ 101 Training 

The FHWA posted a 27-minute YouTube video on the CMAQ program. The video provides a basic 

introduction to the program, how CMAQ funds are distributed to states, and the types of projects eligible 

for the CMAQ program. The training is available via the FHWA’s YouTube channel. For more 

information about the CMAQ program, please contact Mark Glaze at mark.glaze@dot.gov or (202) 366-

4053. 

FHWA NEPA Air Quality Analysis for Highway Projects 

The FHWA Resource Center Planning and Air Quality team will be conducting a series of training 

sessions on NEPA Air Quality Analysis for Highway Projects. The training includes sessions on project-

level applications appropriate for managers and practitioners, as well as hands-on sessions intended for 

modelers. Please note this is not a general MOVES training course, but is focused on project-level 

applications. It is not intended to address regional applications, such as SIP emissions inventories or 

regional (plan and TIP) conformity analyses. If you are interested in this training, please contact Michael 

Claggett at michael.claggett@dot.gov.  

MySQL Training for MOVES Model Users 

Two training opportunities are available for MOVES model users. A three-hour webinar provides an 

introduction to MySQL Query Browser and MOVES interface. A six-hour training over two days will 

enable users to do MySQL programming and to write their own MySQL scripts and to manipulate 

MySQL databases including MOVES input and outputs. For more information or to schedule training, 

please contact Michael Claggett at michael.claggett@dot.gov. 

Air Quality Planning Web Course Available at No Cost 

The National Highway Institute (NHI) Air Quality Planning web-based training series is designed for 

transportation practitioners. It includes four modules: Clean Air Act Overview (FHWA-NHI-142068), 

State Implementation Plan (SIP) and Transportation Control Measure (TCM) Requirements and Policies 

(FHWA-NHI-142069), SIP Development Process (FHWA-NHI-142070), and Transportation Conformity 

(FHWA-NHI-142071). All courses are free. For more information, visit the NHI website and search “Air 

Quality Planning,” or look for the specific course number. Please contact Karen Perritt at (202) 366-9066, 

or Karen.Perritt@dot.gov with any questions or comments. 

FHWA Resource Center Training Activities 

FHWA’s Resource Center Air Quality Technical Services Team is available to offer MOVES and other 

trainings. More information is available at the Resource Center website.  

http://www.ntionline.com/introduction-to-transportation-conformity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XKXcs0WtNHA&feature=youtu.be.
mailto:mark.glaze@dot.gov
mailto:michael.claggett@dot.gov
mailto:michael.claggett@dot.gov
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/
mailto:karen.perritt@dot.gov
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter/teams/airquality/courses.cfm
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Reminders 

• Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ) Emission 

Reductions Calculator. The FHWA is continuing to develop a series of tools to provide 

technical support for the implementation of the CMAQ Program. This CMAQ Emission 

Reductions Calculator is offered as an additional resource to assist DOTs, MPOs, and project 

sponsors in the project justification process. All modules are available on the FHWA CMAQ 

Emissions Calculator Toolkit webpage. For more information, please contact Mark Glaze 

(Mark.Glaze@dot.gov or 202-366-4053). 

• US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Designations for 2015 Ozone NAAQS. Initial 

transportation conformity determinations for the 2015 ozone NAAQS are due one year from the 

effective date of the nonattainment designations, which is August 3, 2019 for most areas (see final 

rule here) and September 24, 2019 for the San Antonio, TX area (see final rule here). EPA released 

updated Transportation Conformity Guidance for 2015 Ozone NAAQS Nonattainment Areas and 

updated the Green Book for the 2015 Ozone NAAQS. 

• Computation Procedures for Travel Time and Non-SOV Performance Measures. FHWA has 

developed an internal document, FHWA Computation Procedure for Travel Time Based and 

Percent Non-Single Occupancy Vehicle (non-SOV) Travel Performance Measures (May 2018), to 

ensure consistency in the determination of significant progress for the National Highway 

Performance Program and the National Highway Freight Program (see 23 CFR 490.109). FHWA 

is making this document public to provide transparency in its calculations and to give State 

DOTs a frame of reference when establishing their targets. 

• FHWA Peer Exchange Summary: Nature-based Solutions for Coastal Highways. In Spring 

2018, FHWA hosted four regional peer exchanges to inform the development of an 

implementation guide and to facilitate information exchange between transportation 

practitioners and coastal engineers and ecologists on nature-based solutions to protect roads 

from coastal flooding. The recently-released Peer Exchange Summary Report – Nature-Based 

Solutions for Coastal Highway Resilience provides a synthesis of the discussion, including 

project examples, successful approaches, and challenges in planning, permitting, design, and 

maintenance. 

• FHWA Vulnerability Assessment and Adaptation Framework. FHWA has now posted an 

easily downloadable pdf version of the Vulnerability Assessment and Adaptation Framework, 

3rd Edition. The Framework is a manual to help transportation agencies assess and address 

vulnerability of transportation infrastructure and systems to extreme weather and climate 

effects. 

  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/toolkit/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/cmaq/toolkit/
mailto:Mark.Glaze@dot.gov
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2018-06-04/pdf/2018-11838.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-07-25/pdf/2018-15919.pdf
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyPDF.cgi?Dockey=P100UN3X.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/green-book/green-book-8-hour-ozone-2015-area-information
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE1Ljg5Nzg4NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNS44OTc4ODcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTc1NTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/guidance/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE1Ljg5Nzg4NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNS44OTc4ODcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTc1NTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/tpm/guidance/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgwNTE1Ljg5Nzg4NzAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MDUxNS44OTc4ODcwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3OTc1NTA4JmVtYWlsaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9dmljdG9yaWEubWFydGluZXpAZG90LmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&103&&&https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=ce8d3514e91bd0d2111ef0172ffcf5bf&mc=true&n=pt23.1.490&r=PART&ty=HTML#se23.1.490_1109
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/coastal_highways/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/ongoing_and_current_research/green_infrastructure/coastal_highways/index.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/adaptation_framework/climate_adaptation.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/adaptation_framework/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/adaptation_framework/
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Contacts 

FHWA Headquarters Air Quality and Transportation Conformity Team 

• Cecilia Ho, Cecilia.Ho@dot.gov (202) 366-9862, Team Leader 

• Mark Glaze, Mark.Glaze@dot.gov (202) 366-4053 

• David Kall, David.Kall@dot.gov (202) 366-6276  

• Victoria Martinez, Victoria.Martinez@dot.gov (787) 771-2524 

• Karen Perritt, Karen.Perritt@dot.gov (202) 366-9066 

 

FHWA Headquarters Sustainable Transportation and Resilience Team 

• Mike Culp, Michael.Culp@dot.gov, (202) 366-9229, Team Leader 

• John Davies, JohnG.Davies@dot.gov, (202) 366-6039 

• Connie Hill Galloway, Connie.Hill@dot.gov, (804) 775-3378 

• Tina Hodges, Tina.Hodges@dot.gov, (202) 366-4287 

• Heather Holsinger, Heather.Holsinger@dot.gov, (202) 366-6263 

• Rob Hyman, Robert.Hyman@dot.gov, (202) 366-5843 

• Rob Kafalenos, Robert.Kafalenos@dot.gov, (202) 366-2079 

• Becky Lupes, Rebecca.Lupes@dot.gov, (202) 366-7808 

• Diane Turchetta, Diane.Turchetta@dot.gov, (202) 493-0158 

 

FHWA Resource Center Air Quality Team 

• Michael Claggett, michael.claggett@dot.gov, (505) 820-2047, Team Leader 

• Kevin Black, kevin.black@dot.gov, (410) 962-2177 

• Jeff Houk, jeff.houk@dot.gov, (720) 963-3203 

• Michael Roberts, michael.roberts@dot.gov, (404) 562-3928 

 

 

 

 

Past issues of the Air Quality and Sustainability Highlights are available on FHWA’s website: 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/conformity/highlights/ or 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/newsletter/.  

 

Please e-mail Victoria.Martinez@dot.gov with any suggestions for future issues. 
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