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An early morning accident Friday on Interstate 35 has claimed the life of 31-year old Bradley Abeln
of Polo, and injured 32-year old Joshua Thomas of Hamilton.

The Missouri Highway Patrol said the two-vehicle accident occurred at 6:49 AM at mile marker 19.8
on Interstate 35 (in Clay County near Liberty).  Vehicles driven by 45-year old Pamela Wilson of
Gallatin and 31-year old Bradley Abeln of Polo were both southbound.  The Wilson vehicle was in the
passing lane and swerved to the right, striking the Abeln truck.  The truck began to skid, struck the
guardrail and overturned, ejecting both Abeln and his passenger, Joshua Thomas, from the vehicle. 

Abeln was pronounced dead at 8 o'clock Friday morning at Liberty Hospital.  Thomas was taken by
ambulance to Liberty Hospital, with injuries described as SERIOUS by the Highway Patrol.  Pamela
Wilson escaped the collision without injury.   The Missouri Highway Patrol was assisted by the Liberty
Police Department at the scene of Friday morning's accident.
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CRASH DATE SUPP RPT DATE TRP / DIST / PCT COUNTY REPORT / CASE / INCIDENT NUMBER 

01/17/2014 01/17/2014 A Clay  
SUPPLEMENT REPORTING OFFICER DSN / BADGE SUPPLEMENT REVIEWING OFFICER DSN / BADGE 

Cpl. G. D. Ward 1189 Sgt. H. A. Sears 1200 
 

Section I - Synopsis 

 On Friday, January 17, 2014, at 1000 hours, I was notified of a fatality motor vehicle crash 

which had occurred in Clay County and necessitated a technical crash investigation per General Order.  

Trooper B. R. Sanson initiated the crash investigation and submitted the original crash report, indicating 

that it occurred on the January 17, 2014, at approximately 0640 hours on southbound Interstate 35 near 

the 19.8 mile marker, involving two vehicles and one fatality.  

 Vehicle #1 was a silver 2008 Mercury Mariner sport utility vehicle bearing Missouri registration 

, vehicle identification number , driven by Driver #1 as referred to in 

the original report.  Vehicle #1 was owned by Driver #1.  Driver #1 was not injured in the crash. 

 Vehicle #2 was a blue 1987 Ford Bronco II sport utility vehicle bearing Missouri registration 

, vehicle identification number , driven by Driver #2 as referred to in 

the original report.  Vehicle #2 was owned by Driver #2.  Driver #2 was killed in the crash.  

 Vehicle #2 contained one passenger at the time of the crash.  Passenger #1 was seated in the right 

front passenger seat at the time of the crash.  He sustained injuries classed in the original report as 

  

 I arrived at the crash scene at approximately 1345 hours.  The evidence at the scene included tire 

marks leading off the right side of the roadway, a second set of tire marks which traveled parallel to the 

roadway, damage to a metal guardrail, an imprint in the grass from Vehicle #2 as it overturned, and 

orange paint which denoted the final rest location of the Vehicle #2 axles.   

 

Section II - Environmental Factors 

 The crash occurred on the southbound lanes of Interstate 35, classified as part of the federal 

interstate highway system and designated a north-south route, which in the area consists of two separate 

concrete surface roadways, one in each direction, separated by a grass median.  The southbound 

roadway where the crash occurred measures approximately 24 feet in width and is divided into two lanes 

of nearly equal width by white paint line segments aligned near the roadway centerline. The passing lane 
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