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• Roles & Responsibilities

• Website Organization

• Online Nomination Application Submission Process 

• Questions
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Program Overview
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National Scenic Byways Program (NSBP)
The vision of the program is to create a 
distinctive collection of American roads, their 
stories and treasured places. 

Beartooth Highway
Montana & Wyoming
All-American Road
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2281/photos

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2281/photos


• Designated by the US 
Secretary of Transportation

• National Scenic Byway or 
All-American Road 

• Based on Intrinsic Qualities
• Archaeological
• Cultural 
• Historic
• Natural
• Recreational
• Scenic

• 150 Byways in 46 states

America’s Byways®
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144/photos

Cascade Lakes Scenic Byway
Oregon

National Scenic Byway

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2144/photos


https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/

America’s Byways® Website
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/


National Designations
Now soliciting FY 2020 Nominations for designation!

Please Note: The National Scenic Byways Program is no longer funded. FHWA is now 
conducting a one-time solicitation of nominations for designation to America's 
Byways®. 

Previous Designations
• 1996
• 1998
• 2000
• 2002
• 2005
• 2009
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Big Bend Scenic Byway
Florida

National Scenic Byway

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos


Who can submit a nomination?
• Application can originate from 

anyone (may vary by state)
• Must be nominated by a 

State, an Indian tribe, or a 
Federal land management 
agency (FLMA)

• Must be a designated State, 
Tribal or FLMA byway

• Reciprocal Notification 
Required Source: hthttps://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2161/photos

Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway
South Carolina
National Scenic Byway
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2599/photos
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2161/photos


Criteria National Scenic 
Byway

All-American Road

Intrinsic Quality 1 2

Significance Distinct and most 
representative of the 
region

Recognized 
throughout the 
region

One-of-a-kind 
features that do not 
exist elsewhere

Recognized 
nationally

Destination unto 
itself

Principal Criteria for National Designation
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Corridor Management Plan (CMP)

• Must be adopted before application deadline
• Must be developed with community involvement 

• Must include information on the 14 (National Scenic 
Byway) or 18 (All-American Road) points 

• Specific requirements for the CMP can be found in 
the Nominations Guide
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/guide/cmp.cfm


Roles & Responsibilities
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Headquarters Role

• Provide overall program and policy direction.
• Solicit and review nominations for designation as one of 

America's Byways®. 
• Prepare decision materials for use by the Secretary of 

Transportation and the FHWA Administrator.

Danielle Blackshear
(202) 366-2064
Danielle.blackshear@dot.gov

Wesley Blount
(202) 366-0799
Wesley.blount@dot.gov

Fleming El-Amin
(202) 366-0233
Fleming.el-amin@dot.gov

For general inquiries, please contact us at: Scenicbyways@dot.gov
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mailto:Danielle.blackshear@dot.gov
mailto:Wesley.blount@dot.gov
mailto:Fleming.el-amin@dot.gov
mailto:Scenicbyways@dot.gov


Division Office / Federal Lands Role

• Serve as a contact to respond to questions regarding the 
byways application process

• Notify State Coordinators, FLMAs, & Tribes of important 
updates and deadlines, including application portal 
notification emails

• Assist the Scenic Byway Review Team with verifying byway 
information as questions arise

For a list of Division Office and Federal Lands POCs, please visit: 
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/contacts/
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/contacts/


State Coordinator Role
• Serve as a resource for applicants – Keep your FHWA Division 

Office POC informed  
• Establish internal deadlines for submitting nomination 

applications for State review
• Review and evaluate online nomination submissions

• Return any incomplete applications to applicants for 
refinement and resubmission 

• Coordinate with other States, Indian tribes and/or Federal 
land management agencies on multi-jurisdiction applications

• Submit completed applications to FHWA HQ by May 15, 2020
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Tribal/Federal Land Management Agency 
Coordinator Role
• Serve as a resource for applicants – Keep your FHWA Division 

Office/Federal Lands and State Coordinator POCs informed  
• Coordinate with State, Indian tribes, and/or FLMAs to determine 

who has jurisdiction over the nominated roadway
• This will impact whether you are able to submit a nomination 

application directly to FHWA

• Establish internal deadlines for submitting nomination 
applications for review

• Review and evaluate online nomination submissions
• Return any incomplete applications to applicants for refinement 

and resubmission 
• Submit completed applications to FHWA HQ by May 15, 2020
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2020 Nomination Schedule
Online Byway Nomination Form
opened

February 13, 2020

Quarterly Coordinators Call April 30, 2020 
2:00-3:00 p.m. EST

Byway Nomination Form closes and 
reviews begin

May 15, 2020 

2020 Scenic Byways Designations 
announced

Fall 2020

16

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/


Program Links
FHWA
• National Scenic Byways Program
• America’s Byways®
• 23 U.S.C. 162
• 1995 Interim Policy
• Nomination Guide
• Nomination Application Questions

External Resources
• National Scenic Byways Foundation
• Scenic America
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2282/photos

Cherohala Skyway
North Carolina & Tennessee

National Scenic Byway

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/us_code.cfm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-1995-05-18/html/95-12211.htm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/guide/essentials.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/2020_nsb_omination_application_questions.pdf
https://nsbfoundation.com/
https://www.scenic.org/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/2282/photos


Website Organization
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/
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National Scenic Byways Program Website

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/


Navigation from FHWA Homepage 
https://highways.dot.gov/

1. From the Programs menu, Select “Planning, Environment and Realty”
2. Select “Environment” in the top left
3. Select “2020 National Scenic Byways Program” from the “Topics of Special 
Interest” list on the bottom right.
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https://highways.dot.gov/


Key Website Resources 

• Nomination 
resources 

• Contacts links
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Nomination Resources
• Nomination 

Form link
• Application 

Questions – PDF 
Format

• Nomination 
Guide

• Intrinsic 
Qualities

• Important 
Documents

• Existing 
Designations
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/scenic_byways/nominations/


Intrinsic Qualities

• Archaeological
• Cultural
• Historic
• Natural
• Recreational
• Scenic
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Application Questions – PDF Format
• NOT the official application
• 11 page tool to help 

applicants prepare 
nominations 

• Contains questions asked in 
the online application tool

• Format similar to online 
application

• Includes word limits 

• Recent updates: 
• Local designation required 

prior to nomination
• # of features to support 

intrinsic qualities

24



Nominations Page
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• Detailed guidance on questions for reference when preparing application.
• One page for each of the seven sections of the 7 application sections.

Nominations Application Information



Additional Resources 
Important Documents
• Readiness Worksheet
• Image Style Guide
• Legislation and policy text 

links
• List of existing byways
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Readiness Worksheet
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Byways List 
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Contacts Links
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Website Index
Scenic Byways 

Website

Nominations

Nominations

FY 20 
Nomination 

Guide

Nomination

Form

Intrinsic
Qualities 

Important 
Documents

Important 
Documents

Readiness 
Worksheet

Image Style 
Guide

Legislation and 
Policy

List of America’s 
Byways

Intrinsic 
Qualities

Contacts

FHWA HQ

FHWA Division 
Offices

FHWA Federal 
Lands

State 
Coordinators 

Indian Tribes
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Online Byway Nomination Form
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Access the Online NSBP Byway 
Nomination Form
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Byway Nomination Form
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Basic Rules for Users

• Users register and then access the 
form with a User Name and Password 

• Nomination form consists of a 
Background page plus seven sections 
(see box to right)

• Some questions require users to 
upload PDFs, photos/images, and GIS 
shapefiles

• Users may incrementally complete 
the nomination (can save drafts of the 
nomination)
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Who Uses the Form and What are their 
Roles?
• Preparer fills-in the form and submits the completed nomination

• Signatory* endorses (or does not endorse) the nomination; your State, 
Tribal, or FLMA Coordinator

• FHWA Division Point of Contact acts as a resource to the Preparer, 
Signatory, or others when requested, as needed

• Primary Point of Contact* acts as a resource (to the signatory, FHWA); has 
in-depth knowledge about the nomination 

• FHWA Byways Team oversees 2020 nomination cycle activity and can 
answer questions about the National Scenic Byway Program

*Responsibility of the Preparer to identify these individuals in the nomination 
form.
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Online Submission Process
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Nomination Portal
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Demo of online Byway Nomination Form
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Technical Support

Any technical issues or questions related to the online 
application, contact:

Gerry Flood
gerry.flood@dot.gov

617-494-3848

40

mailto:gerry.flood@dot.gov


Questions?
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Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/
byways/60807/photos

George Washington Memorial 
Parkway
Virginia

All-American Road

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/
13548/photos

Gunflint Trail Scenic Byway
Minnesota

National Scenic Byway

Source: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/byways/
2279/photos/all 

Great River Road
Arkansas, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky, 

Louisiana, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Tennessee, 

Wisconsin
National Scenic Byway
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