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2 Chip Seal Application 

Materials Checks 
� The type of asphalt emulsions to be used is 

compatible with the aggregate. 
� The asphalt is from an approved source 

(if required). 
� The asphalt is sampled and submitted for 

testing (if required). 
� All aggregate chips are close to the same 

size. 
� The aggregate is clean and free of excess 

fines. 
� The asphalt application temperature range 

is specified. 
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Project Inspection 
Responsibilities Asphalt Application �Building paper is used to start and stop 

asphalt application for straight edges. 
� The asphalt temperature is within the required 

application range. 
� The application looks uniform. 
� A check is made for plugged nozzles. 
� A check is made for drilling or streaking. 
� Random checks of application rates are 

performed. 
� The distributor speed is adjusted to match the 

chip spreader speed to prevent stop-start 
operations. 

� The distributor is stopped if any problems 
are observed. 

Chip Seal Application 9 
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Truck Operation 
� Trucks arrTw nggered across the fresh seal 

coat to avoid driving over the same arra. 
� Trucks travel slowly on the fresh seal coat. 
� Stops and turns arrTmade gradually. 
� Truck operators avoid driving over exposed 

asphalt. 
� Trucks w ngger their wheel paths when 

backing into the chip sprrader to help 
eliminate aggregate rollover and to aid 
in rolling. 

Rolling 
� The rollers follow closely behind the chip 

sprrader. 
� The rollers� first pass is on the meetline. 
� The rollers travel slowly�speeds arrTkept at 

8 kph (5 mph)Tmaximum. 
� Rollers must avoid driving on exposed 

asphalt. 
� All stops, w nrts, and turns arrTmade 

gradually. 
� The entirrTwurface is rolled twice. 

Chip Seal Application 11 
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12 Chip Seal Application 

Longitudinal Joints 
� The meetline is only as wide as the spray 

from the end nozzle�about 20 cm (8 in). 
� The distributor lines up so that the end nozzle 

sprays the meetline. 
� The meetlines are not made in the wheel 

paths. 
� The meetlines are made at the center of the 

road, center of a lane, or edge of a lane. 
� The meetlines are not left uncovered 

overnight. 

Method A 

� Leave a 15�20 cm (6�8 in) strip of asphalt 
expoy 0.034(u058aicayinge )Tjaggregat

�
�
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Brooming 
� Brooming begins as soon as possible. 
� Brooming does not dislodge the aggregate. 
� Brooming does not begin until a sufficient 

bond is formed between the aggregate and 
the asphalt. Check the asphalt manufacturer�s 
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For more information on the Pavement 

http://www.fp2.org
mailto:fppexdir@aol.com
http://www.pavementpreservation.org
mailto:galehou3@msu.edu
mailto:preservation@fhwa.dot.gov
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