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Attention: Executive Directors of Metropolitan Planning Organizations

With the renewed focus on transportation planning brought about by the MAP-21,
Transportation Secretary Foxx, and the pending issuance of proposed transportation planning
regulations, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit Administration’s
(FTA) Offices of Planning are jointly issuing Planning Emphasis Areas (PEAs). The PEAs are
planning topical areas that we want to place emphasis on as the Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs) and the State DOTs develop their respective planning work programs.
We are asking our FHWA and FTA field offices to meet with their MPO and State DOT
counterparts to discuss these emphasis areas and encourage the MPOs and the States to develop
and identify work tasks associated with the planning emphasis areas for inclusion in their
upcoming unified planning work programs and statewide planning and research work programs
for Federal FY-2015. The planning emphasis areas for Federal FY-2015 include:

MAP-21 Implementation
e Transition to Performance Based Planning and Programming. The development and
implementation of a performance management approach to transportation planning and
programming that supports the achievement of transportation system performance
outcomes.

Models of Regional Planning Cooperation
e Promote cooperation and coordination across MPO boundaries and across State

boundaries where appropriate to ensure a regional approach to transportation planning.
This is particularly important where more than one MPO or State serves an urbanized
area or adjacent urbanized areas. This cooperation could occur through the metropolitan
planning agreements that identify how the planning process and planning products will be
coordinated, through the development of joint planning products, and/or by other locally
determined means. Coordination across MPO and across State boundaries includes the
coordination of transportation plans and programs, corridor studies, and projects across
adjacent MPO and State boundaries. It also includes collaboration among State DOT(s),
MPOs, and operators of public transportation on activities such as: data collection, data
storage and analysis, analytical tools, and performance based planning.



Ladders of Opportunity
e Access to essential services - as part of the transportation planning process, identify

transportation connectivity gaps in access to essential services. Essential services
include housing, employment, health care, schools/education, and recreation. This
empbhasis area could include MPO and State identification of performance measures and
analytical methods to measure the transportation system’s connectivity to essential
services and the use of this information to identify gaps in transportation system
connectivity that preclude access of the public, including traditionally underserved
populations, to essential services. It could also involve the identification of solutions to
address those gaps.
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