
Motor Fuel 
Reporting 
The Why , How, and When of 
submitting  the 551M and 556 
report to FHWA. 
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Why do you report the 551M             
and 556 to FHWA? 

• Why do we collect the data? 
• Title 23, 420.105 (b) > Federally mandated 
• Motor fuel data is reported from State DOT’s, DOR’s, or 

DMV’s to FHWA 
• However, DOT’s are responsible for reporting and accuracy of 

the data (some States have the DMV submitting) 
• Data for both 551M and 556 is required under UPACS in 

FUELS/FASH software 

• You enjoy submitting it!! 
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Timely submission of the 
551M - (Example) 

January  
(Nov 551M 
submitted) 

February  
(Dec 551M 
submitted) 

March  
(Jan 551M 
submitted) 
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Data should be reported in FUELS software 
within 90 days from date of sale of fuel. 



Two forms are reported to 
FHWA (Monthly and Yearly) 

FHWA-551M - MONTHLY FHWA-556 – YEARLY  
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Provides gallonage each month. Provides Annual Fuel Receipts 



551M   (Motor Fuel Use) 
• Gallons of Gasoline/Gasohol sales in a given month are 

reported. 
• Gallons of Diesel (Special Fuel) should also be reported (NO 

OFF Highway to be reported) 
• Refunds and Exemptions reported 
• Losses reported (two types) 

• Actual (fire, spillage, evaporation, or expansion, etc.) 
• Percent Loss (a given loss provided in State Legislations, usually 1 

percent) 
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551M - Off Highway Categories 
• Agriculture (family farms, agribusiness) 
• Industrial/commercial Construction (concrete mixing, tool power 

generators)  
• Public Use (Federal GSA vehicles, UPS, etc.) 
• Aviation (small piston planes – NON JET) 
• Boating  (Recreational)  
• Distributor non-highway purposes  
• Adjustments (Assessments, etc.) 
• Miscellaneous non-highway (agriculture, industrial and commercial, 

construction, recreational boating, small planes)   
•  Miscellaneous on-highway (turnpike, taxicabs, franchise, commuter van)  
• NEW CATEGORIES FOR 2015 Data Submissions (OAK RIDGE Model Update) 

• + Lawn and Garden 
• + Railroad and Logging 
• + Recreational Vehicles 
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Why a New Non-Highway Model 

• New sources of Non-highway data available 
• VIUS data discontinued, presenting a need for an 

updated Non Highway Model 
• More Inclusive of ALL know Non-Highway 

categories 
• New model increases the Non-Highway amount 

of gallons from about 3% to 7%. 
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Data Accuracy 
• Gasoline gallons reported on 551M, times the 

tax rate, should fall within +/-  5% of reported 
receipts off form 556 (fuel tax receipts).  
Special fuel with +/- 10%.    (See the form EVAL in 
your packets) 

• IFTA data (motor carrier fuel use) within the 
State, needs to reported accurately 
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FHWA-556 (Fuel Tax Receipts) 
• Data originates within State Department of Revenue, and 

forwarded to State DOT or DMV (who then submits to FHWA) 

• Total Tax, Minus Distributor Allowance, and Refunds and 
Credits 

• Other Receipts: i.e. A) Fines and Penalties, B) Fuel Tax 
Decals, etc. 

• Non Highway Dedications of Fuel Volume:  A) Wildlife 
Refund, B) Marine, etc. 

• Bottom part of form is how funds are Distributed.  
(Clarissa.Smith@dot.gov is the finance staff who can assist with 
distribution questions) 
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On Highway Use for 
Attribution 

• FHWA removes the estimated amount of NON 
Highway gasoline 

• The reminder is of gasoline/gasohol fuel is used 
for attribution 

• The Highway Trust Fund amount from FY, 
(revenue from taxes on fuel, tires, heavy vehicles, 
etc.) are distributed back to States, based on the 
amount of ON Highway fuel, and Special Fuel 
calculations. 12 
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Overview to MAP-21 
 
Prior to MAP-21, each apportioned program had its own formula for 
distribution, and the total amount of Federal assistance a State received 
was the sum of the amounts it received for each program.  
MAP-21 instead provides a total apportionment for each State and then 
divides that State amount among individual apportioned programs. 
 
Total funding for Federal-aid highway formula programs 
 
MAP-21 authorizes a total combined amount ($37.5 billion in FY13 and 
$37.8 billion in FY14) in contract authority to fund five formula programs 
(including certain set-asides within the programs described below): 
•National Highway Performance Program (NHPP); 
•Surface Transportation Program (STP); 
•Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP); 
•Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program (CMAQ);   
and 
•Metropolitan Planning Program. 
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Division of total apportioned amount among States 
 
MAP-21 requires FHWA to divide the total authorized 
amount among the States in the following manner: 
 
•In FY13, the State receives the same total     
apportionment that it received in FY12. 
•In FY14, the State receives a total apportionment 
share equal to the State's share of FY12 formula funds. 
The resulting total apportionment is adjusted, if 
necessary, to ensure that the State receives at least 
95% of the dollar amount of its contributions to the 
Highway Account of the Highway Trust Fund. 
 
For more details: 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/factsheets/apportionment.cfm 
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Under what President was the 
new Capitol dome completed? 

Highw
ay Inform

ation Sem
inar 2015 



16 

President John Adams 

President John Adams and his wife Abigal, 
moved into an unfinished White House in 
1800.   The laundry was hung in the East 
room, which was still under completion at 
the time. 
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President Lincoln 
• During the Civil War, President Lincoln charged that the 

Dome re-modelation should continue, to show the unity 
of the Union.   
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  Issues 
• Late Reporting:    States reporting past 90 days of data of sale 

of fuel is considered late.  Solutions include automating 
processes, instead of manually. (one state is doing that right 
now)  They are 120 days late in reporting currently. 

• Turn over of Staff:   Solution:   Have processes and 
documentation prepared with easy access, for new 
employees.    

• Communication Issues:  State DOT employees may have never 
spoken to State Taxation staff.  Solution:  Have a meeting to 
discuss processes, and a get-to-know session.  

• Motor Fuel Review:  Should be done by the FHWA Division 
with the State DOT and Taxation staff every 3-4 years.   
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“How do I add categories?” 
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Click on the category to include 
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Adding “Sub Categories” 
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Adding Sub Categories 
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Note:  You can Select or UnSelect as 
well if you don’t want it to show up 
on the 551 Data Entry page  

Highw
ay Inform

ation Sem
inar 2015 



Open Discussion – Issues? 
• Problems you face? 
• Timeliness? 
• Staff Turnover? 
• Would it be helpful to provide you with the email 

list of your fellow colleagues in the other States, 
for problem sharing, etc.?  i.e. “How is the best 
approach to…..”, or “Anyone work with…?” 
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Sign up for one-on-one review 
 
• Sessions for one-on-one review for your state. 
• Sign up on the sheet going around the room if 

you wish a review of your State’s data, and our 
analysis. 

• This will give you insight on how your data is 
analyzed, used and eventually prepared for 
attribution. 
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Questions and Comments 
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Bryant Lee Gross 
Fuel Data (551M and 556 & 
   Attribution) 
Bryant.Gross@dot.gov 
202-366-5026 

Michael Dougherty  
Michael.Dougherty@dot.gov 
Fuel Tax Evasion and HVUT 
202-366-9234 
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Thanks for 
Coming! 
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