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FHWA Office of Highway Policy Information 
Highway Information Seminar 
September 21, 2015 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning.  This presentation will cover what is officially named the Highway Use Tax Evasion program and will serve to explain what the taxes are and how they are collected and spent.



Greetings! 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning everyone and welcome to the Nation’s Capital and 2015 Highway Information Seminar.  My name is Michael Dougherty and I work in the Office of Highway Policy Information.  The Federal Highway Administration is responsible for publishing a lot of transportation data, and we cannot do that without the participation of many people.  This works best when the collectors of the data understand what data is to be collected and how it is to be reported.  This Seminar is held annually and provides an opportunity for all the parties to come together to discuss how the data is to be reported.   Mindful of the fact that we are asking for data from 50 States and the District of Columbia we try and provide information that will work fine for many of the States, but perhaps the other States have terms or data that is different.  This seminar provides an opportunity for the States and the FHWA Division Office personnel in attendance to ask questions and have discussions of best practices.  This is an opportunity for us to find out what we can do to make the processes clearer and easier for you, and thus your participation is very important. Get involved, meet your peers, and tell us what works and what does not.First I will start with something very basic, what is this thing we call a fuel tax?  The obvious first answer is that it is a tax on the sale or transfer of fuel.  But it is not on all fuel; is not assessed on every transaction; is charged at various amounts depending on the location and the type of fuel.  The Federal Fuel taxes, collected by the Internal Revenue Service, and most States impose a tax as an excise tax 



Housekeeping 
• Rest Rooms – In hallways by elevators 

• Several exits to hallway, but return only by main 
doors 
 

• NHI – Times 
• Open 7:30 am – Close 4:30 pm  
• Cannot re-enter after 4:30 pm 

 
• In case of Emergency 

• Mid-Atlantic Urgent Care – 3301 Wilson Blvd. 
• (less urgent) CVS Pharmacy – North of 

Courthouse Plaza 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we are the kickoff of this event, I need to go over some housekeeping details.  As you may have seen when you entered the offices this morning, there are rest rooms in the hallways.  You can use several exits to elevator area, but you must return through the main entrance.The doors open each morning at #:## AM.  The NHI will close at 4:30 each day.  You should be out of the office by that time.  You will not be able to re-enter after 4:30 pm.  There are many things to see and do in the immediate area, and with the METRO subway nearby, you can explore the Capital area.  Keep in mind that this is like any other big city and use good judgment when you are out there.  If you have questions regarding dining options or hints on how to navigate the subway, ask any of your hosts (See if we are providing information on the welcome packages).  While we never anticipate the need for such emergencies, if you need urgent, walk-in medical attention, the closest location is Mid-Atlantic Urgent Care, at 3301 Wilson Blvd, about 1 mile west of here.  For less urgent situations, there is a CVS pharmacy just north of the Courthouse Plaza.



Schedule Review 
Monday –  Motor Fuel & Finance (500 Series Reports) 
 
Tuesday –  500 Series Panel Discussion 
  500 Series Data Reviews 
  Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS)Training 
  Plenary Session 
 
Wednesday - Traffic Data 
 
Thursday -  HPMS 
 
Friday -  HPMS 4 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you see in the materials in your folder, there is a full agenda for the next few days.  We have tried our best to schedule sessions so that you may attend as many as you would like.  In the past, we have had some concurrent sessions that presented conflicts for attendees, so we are trying to get the right mix of schedules.  If you have any questions about the sessions, or the locations, again, you can talk to the headquarters staff and we can assist you.



500 Series Data Reviews 
One-on-one discussions with analyst 
 
• Motor fuel volume reporting 

 
• Finance data reporting 

•  National 
•  Local 

 
Sign up requested  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each year the Highway Information Seminar provides us with the opportunity to meet directly with the hard-working people who collect and report the data we request.  We even set aside some time for one-on-one sessions where we can review the data you have reported, and can show how we use that data for our tables and reports.  You may have already been notified, but if you wish to participate, we need you to sign up (describe sign up procedure) and the reviews will be held tomorrow.  We will review the list later today and may give you some more information regarding the reviews.



This Morning’s Presentations 
• Information on the Internet 
• Motor fuel reporting 
• Fuel tax evasion program 
• FHWA responsibilities for Heavy Vehicle Use Tax 
• Vehicle registrations 
• Driver’s license reporting  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
This morning’s sessions will cover the motor fuel reporting, the fuel tax evasion program, the Heavy Vehicle Use Tax program, Vehicle Registrations, and Driver’s Licenses Reporting.  They will all be held in these rooms.  The person responsible for each area will be introduced prior to their presentations.  While we have handouts for most of our presentations, they will also be posted online at a later date.



Office Organization Chart 

David Winter, Director 

Chris Allen 

Justin Clarke 
Ron Erickson 

Seemeen Hashem 
Joe Hausman 

Tom Roff 
Rob Rozycki 
Ron Vaughn 

 

Tianjia Tang, P.E.  

Jasmy Methipara 
Danny Jenkins 

Steven Jessberger 
David Jones 

Adella Santos 
Michael Slattery 

Patrick Zhang 
 

Ralph Davis 

Helen Davidson 
Michael Dougherty 

Dawn Edwards 
Bryant Gross 
Brian Lomax 

Clarissa Smith 
Monique Snow 
Tychelle Staten 
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