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site at  http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/census_is-
sues/urbanized_areas_and_mpo_tma/faq/page00.cfm 
and on FTA program issues at http://www.fta.dot.gov/
grants/12853_12408.html .

DOT will soon publish a Federal Register designating 
those areas greater than 2008000 people as Transporta-
tion Management Areas (TMA).  

Key Dates locals need to pay attention to:

Before Oct. 2012, State’s should revise their intra-Å 
State PL funds formula.
March 26, 2013 Governors must designate new Å 
MPOs
By Sept. 2013, new TMAs must have a Conges-Å 
tion Management Plan and in four years undergo a 
certiýcation review. 
March 26, 2016 New MPOs must have adopted a Å 
metropolitan long range plan (MTP) and transpor-
tation improvement plan.
Before next MTP update, existing MPOs must Å 
expand their metropolitan planning area to include 
areas likely to be urbanized in 20 years.

New Webinar Series

The purpose of this message is to announce 
a new webinar series, the Transportation Planning 
Information Exchange (or the ñPlanning Exchangeò) 
sponsored by the FHWA/FTA Transportation Planning 
Capacity Building (TPCB) Program.  The Planning 
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later this fall and during 2013. For more information 
contact Egan Smith, 202-366-6072, egan.smith@dot.
gov. 

Statewide Long Range Plan Trends
The Planning Capacity Building web site recently 
posted a report on emerging topics in State long range 
plans. This report focused on eight topics in long 
range plans: 1) plan types, 2) implementation, 3) guid-
ing principles, strategies, and objectives, 4) perfor-
mance measures, 5) ýnancial planning and analysis, 
6) systems planning, 7) livability and sustainability, 

http://www.planning.dot.gov/documents/State_plans_report_508_A.PDF
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2011 Environmental Excellence Award 
Recipients
The FHWA recently announced the 2011 Environmen-
tal Excellence Award recipients, whose transportation-
related projects reþect the Agencyôs commitment to 
promoting environmental stewardship and streamlin -
ing project delivery. 

Award Recipients:

Air Quality Improvement and Global Climate Å 
Change: Portland Streetcar Loop Project
Context Sensitive Solutions: New York Route 347 Å 
Project
Cultural and Historical Resources: New Missis-Å 

sippi River Bridge Project
Ecosystems, Habitat, and Wildlife: North Carolina Å 
Wetland Assessment Method
Ecosystems, Habitat, and Wildlife: Washington Å 
Connected Landscapes Project: Statewide Analysis
Environmental Leadership: Paul Wagt7p: PauloD5al rtatuch: GIS-bas
/C1 Tf
1.5 TJ
/C2_9>>> hange: Portland Streetcar Loop Project

Award Recipients:

Air Quality Improvement and Global CliPass East25.303 0 Td
<0087N-1.051087ze>> BDCT

http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/feb12nl.asp
http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/feb12nl.asp
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transportation needs a new and easier way to ýnd the 
transportation they require and to ýnd providers that 
serve their area. ñReach-a-Rideò is the ýrst resource of 
its kind in the Washington region, bringing together in 
one place information about all of the private and pub
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Update of Report on Travel Demand  
Forecasting

TRB’s National Cooperative Highway Research Pro-
gram (NCHRP) Report 716: Travel Demand Forecast-
ing: Parameters and Techniques provides guidelines 
on travel demand forecasting procedures and their 
application for helping to solve common transporta-
tion problems. 

The report presents a range of approaches that are 
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TRB Mid - Year Meeting

The 2012 TRB Planning Committee Summer Meet-
ing is scheduled for July 8-10, 2012, in Irvine, Cali-
fornia.  This year’s main theme is Scenario Planning. 
The meeting will include a national level Peer Ex-
change sponsored by TRB, AASHTO, FHWA, and 
FTA. For the agenda see http://www.trb.org/Calendar/
Blurbs/165999.aspx.

FREIGHT

  Guidebook for Understanding 
Urban Goods Movement
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with Resource Systems Group (stephen.lawe@rsginc.
com) with any questions.

Upcoming Peer Reviews

The TMIP Peer Review Program provides agencies 
with an objective assessment of their travel modeling 
tools with respect to the state of the prrctice and an 
agency’s planning and modeling goals. Three agen-
cies have applied for and been approved for upcom-
ing TMIP-sponsored participation in the Peer Review 
Program.

Thurston Regional Planning Council, Olympia, Å 
Washington, June 2012
San Frrncisco County Trrnsportation Authority , Å 
July 2012
Georgia Department of Trrnsportation, Summer Å 
2012 

                

FHWA PLANNING DISCIPLINE
 ACTIVITIES

Let’s Talk Planning 

The FHWA and the FTA strive to provide the planning 
staff with current policy information, guidrnce, and 
an oprnspunity for dialogue on key to grammatic is -
sues. The ñLetôs Talk Planningò (LTP) series of video/
web meetings are information-sharing sessions for the 
FHWA and the FTA planners.   These internal meet-
ings are generally held the second Wednesday every 
three months via video conference or webinar at 1 
p.m. eastern.  Material from previous LTP sessions can 
be found on the FHWA Planning Discipline Share-
Point site. 

Mark your calendars! The scheduled date for the up-
coming 2012 webinar is:

July 11, 2012 Public Involvement and Å 
   Outreach

Sept. 12, 2012       Planning Discipline Award  

https://one.dot.gov/fhwa/PlanningDSS/default.aspx
https://one.dot.gov/fhwa/PlanningDSS/default.aspx
https://one.dot.gov/fhwa/PlanningDSS/Page%20Library/Reference%20Library.aspx?PageView=Shared
https://one.dot.gov/fhwa/PlanningDSS/Page%20Library/Reference%20Library.aspx?PageView=Shared
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Discipline Recognition Program.  Also, with this new 
approach, nominations for each program may now be 
submitted on-line through SharePoint, throughout the 
year.  For additional information or questions please 
contact Theresa Hutchins at (360) 753-9402, Theresa.
Hutchins@dot.gov.

Planner of the Year
Back to Basics: Planning in Challenging Times

Barbara C. Maley, Community 
Planner, Texas Division Ofýce

Barbara continually demon-
strates her outstanding knowl-
edge in transportation planning 
issues, providing leadership, guidance, training, and 
customer service to her MPOs, TxDOT, her Division 
ofýce and FHWA nationally. Ms. Maley is a great self 
starter, frequently seeking to solve anticipated issues 
such as the courses on transportation planning perfor-
mance measures.

Honorable Mention:  Susan Moe, Planning and Re-
search Program Manager, Minnesota Division.

Planning Collaboration
Improved Partnerships and Relationships with the 
Planning Community

Aimee Kratovil, Special     
Assistant to the DA
California Division Ofýce

In coordination and collabo-
ration with other Region 
IX Federal partners, Aimee 
established a Federal Regional Council (FRC) Sustain-
able Communities Task Force which is a consortium 
of over 20-different Federal agencies and departments 
working together in a coordinated manner to make 
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http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/webconference/eventcalendar.aspx
https://admin.na3.acrobat.com/_a55098539/wbtenroll/
https://admin.na3.acrobat.com/_a55098539/wbtenroll/
http://www.nhi.fhwa.dot.gov/training/list_catalog.aspx?cat=&key=&num=&loc=&tit=&sta=%&typ=3&lev=%&ava=1&str=&end=&drl=
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06/26/2012 06/28/2012 Jefferson City, MO NEPA and 
Transportation Decisionmaking 

07/23/2012 07/25/2012 Newington, CT 
Transportation and Land Use

07/24/2012 07/25/2012 Washington, DC 
Transportation Safety Planning

07/30/2012 08/01/2012 Frankfort, KY
Access Management, Location and Design

08/06/2012 08/08/2012 Arlington, VA 
NEPA and Transportation Decisionmaking  

08/15/2012 08/16/2012 Austin, TX 
Administration of FHWA Planning and Research 
Grants
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