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FOREWORD

  This report describes the results of a focus group study that explored  the phenomenon of casual carpooling from the perspective of individuals who  participate in such systems as drivers and/or passengers. Focus groups were  held in three of the largest and longest running casual carpooling systems in  the Nation: Washington, DC; Houston, TX; and San Francisco, CA. This study was  conducted in tandem with a scan trip evaluation conducted in November and  December 2010, which brought together a group of academics and transportation  professionals to explore the mechanics, logistics, and success of the practice  by visiting casual carpooling lines and observing and comparing practices among  the three locations. Together, the findings and conclusions drawn from the  focus group study and scan trip evaluation will be used to identify possible  future research on the potential for and value of expansion or replication of  casual carpooling. 

  
	
  Robert E. Arnold

  Director, Office of Transportation

  Management
  	
  Debra S. Elston

  Director, Office of Corporate Research,

  Technology, and  Innovation Management

    
 


  

  Notice 

  This document is disseminated  under the sponsorship of the U.S. Department of Transportation in the interest  of information exchange. The U.S. Government assumes no liability for the use  of the information contained in this document.

  
  The U.S. Government does  not endorse products or manufacturers. Trademarks or manufacturers’ names  appear in this report only because they are considered essential to the objective  of the document.

 

  Quality Assurance Statement 

  The  Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) provides high-quality information to  serve Government, industry, and the public in a manner that promotes public  understanding. Standards and policies are used to ensure and maximize the  quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity of its information. FHWA  periodically reviews quality issues and adjusts its programs and processes to  ensure continuous quality improvement. 
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