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Dear Mr. Conti:

This is in response to the North Carolina Department of Transportation's (NCDOT) application
to the Interstate System Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Pilot Program, which details the
proposal to toll Interstate 95 (1-95) from the South Carolina border to the Virginia border.

Based on a review of the information presented, we are conditionally reserving one of the three
slots in the program for NCDOT's 1-95 toll proposal. We intend for this reservation to allow
NCDOT to take the additional actions necessary to submit a complete application that fully
satisfies all of the statutorily required criteria while maintaining its place in the pilot program.
As NCDOT revises and refines its application, wc suggest that NCDOT pay particular attention
to ensure that the application includes:

• An analysis that demonstrates that the facility could not be maintained or improved to
meet current or future needs from the State's Federal-aid apportionments and allocations,
and from revenues for highways from any other source, without toll revenues. In
addition, we suggest including an explanation of how NCDOT will address the issue of
maintenance of effort on the tolled portion of 1-95;

• A plan to implement tolls on the facility, including the identification of tolling locations
and NCDOT's reasons for selecting these particular locations;

• A schedule and finance plan for the reconstruction or rehabilitation of the facility using
toll revenues, including the identification of specific improvements and an explanation of
how they will support the creation of new capacity on the facility; and

• A demonstration of how the plan for implementing tolls takes into account the interests of
local, regional and interstate travelers.




